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Introduction: Man hasagreat fear o f the unknown.
A. It isnot u ncommon for men and even coun triesto miss along known enemy that has
departed.
1. Why? Because an long known enemy has a measure of predictability!
2. Those who are inthe worl d have been taught to fear. They canno t concei ve of
any other reality.
3. Thel ove of God providesthe only relief fro m thisfear ful life of torment.
(1JIn4:18)
4. What greater unkn own isthere to the wor ld than death? Again God'slove
provides an answer. (Heb 2:14-15)
B. Why t hen do men not run to the love of God? It i sbecause of their fear.
1. For those who do not know God they are afraid of what they may f ind.
2. Satan has blinded their hearts through i gnorance and as aresult they hate the
very li ght that can free them from bondage. (Jn 8:32; 3:19-21)
3. What a sad situation , men who fear God' s love but remain int he grasp of Satan.
Who should they really fear? (Mt 10:28)
I. The migh ty demands of the love of God
A. Thel oveof Godisexactly likethe Son of God in His ministry. Where ver He went
He disturbed, reveaed and changed men who spent time with Hi m.
1. What did Hedo when Hewent into the temple? (Jn 2:13-17)
2. What did Jesus do whe n He spoke to therich, you ng ruler? (Mk 10:17-22)
3. In both casesthe | ove moved Jesus to expose the heart.
B. The love of God demands the who e heart.
1. A scribe asked aquestion in  the midst of those who wante d to destr oy Jesus.
(Mk 12:28-31)
2. Unlike the others he came closer t o the kingdom of God. (Mk 12:32-34)
3. What was the reaction of the others? Why?
C. The love of God will empty you.
1. Left alone we will be p ulled towardst he self -centered fear to protect what is
“mine.” Thereisabetter way.
2. Jesus emptied Hi mself to show ustheway. (Phil 2:5-8)
3. The worl d finds these words incomprehensible.  (Phil 2:1-4)
4. We often are like the chil d clutching to atoy shouting “ mine!”
Il. Satan’s c ounterfe it of the love of God
A. Satan will not stand by without afight. He tries to make his workers and teaching
look like God's. (2 Cor 11:14-15)
1. Headready has confused “I ove” with “lust.” (2 Pt2:1-2,18-19)
2. Some groups have rede fined fornication by calling it “justice love.”
B. The deceiver will make you comfortable with Bible knowledge alone.
1. A group of menwanted t o trap and later kill Jesus. Consider the experience of a
certain lawyer. (Lk 10:25-28)




2. Hisown answer and Jesus' comments disturbed him. What did this
knowledgeable man claim not t o know? (Lk 10:29)
3. Jesusillustrate d the answer with some painful exa mples. The lawyer got the
point but did it change hisli fe? (Lk 10:30-37)
4. We can easily fall into thiskind of cou nterfeit. (2 Tim 3:4-5)
5. How many ha ve hardened their hearts behind an intellectual wall?
C. Theruler of thisworld will make you comfortablein o nly loving the “lovable.”
1. Jesus painfully poin ted this out in the Sermon on the Mount. (Mt 5:46-47)
2. Many religious parties are kept ali ve by thiskind of “love.” (In 5:41-44)
3. These“lovin g” leaders coul d lie about and then murder Jesus but be sure not to
be “unclean” for the Passo ver. (Jn 18: 28)
4. Far too many havethis kind of “love.” Theworld un derstandsthisand praises
it. In time your tongue will reveal you.
I11. Is the | ove of God really in my life?
A. How doest helove of God respond to an enemy? (Mt 5:43-45)
1. Doyou realy want to be like God?
2. Thiskind of response will greatly confuse theworld |y person. It may open his
heart. (Rom 12:19-21)
3. Over ti meyou will see God's fruit. (Ex. Call | recei ved thisweek.)
B. How d oes the love of God respond to someone who has hurt me?
1. There are many brethre n who say: “I do not haveto likeyou, | just haveto love
you!”
2. Those who say t hat have accepted Sata n’s counterfeit. What did Jesus say?
(In 13:34-35; Col 3:12; 2 Pt 1:7)
3. Have you pulled back from your bret hren in disappointment?
C. How d oesthe love of God respo nd to the | ost?
1. Does thisver se startleyou? (Rom 9:1-3)
2. Are we anywhere near t hiskind of love? Ho w many have visited here or even
been members and the n dlip away?
3. Weneed to learn the love God has for the lost. Will you
remainin an in different comfort in these matters? (2 Tim 2:2 4-26)
D. How doest helove of God respond to a doctrinal disagreement?
1. Too many want to run from open st udy. Some call thisan act of “love.”
2. Thelove of God will always seek thetruth. (1 Cor 13:4-7)
E. How doest helove of God respond to sin?
1. Consider what Jesus did on thecross. (2 Cor 5:14-15)
2. Those who are moved by the love of God will no t stop at anything short of
forgiveness in Christ! (Jn 8:24)
3. Thel ove of God demands repentance! (Lk 13:3)
4. Many will try tofind “l oopholes.” The o newho loves God seeks obedience.
Conclusion: The love of God does n ot have to be sp oken but it will be seen!
A. What doesyour life say? Has Jesus entered your temple?
B. Do you have confidencein the love of God or d o you live in torment?
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