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 What does it mean to  be highly favored of the Lord?
   A. Mary was described this was by God Hi mself through Gabriel. 

1. How was Mary to be “highly fa vored” and “blessed?”
2. She was gi ven a hard an d difficult work. The worl d would not consider this  

             a  blessing.
3. To the child of God there  is no greater purp ose in life than to be used  by 

             the Lord  for His glory. 
   B. Mary is a powerful example of how a biblical faith brings great blessin gs.

1. Examples teach us in a special way. 
2. We need  to better understand  were the true blessing s come.

   A. No o ne has bee n able to choose their own parents except for one  in history.
1. What kind  of parents wo uld God choose for Hi s Son Jesus?
2. He did not choose a mother wh o had riches, who was po pular with the wor ld, or 

               one who had no time for children . 
3. Notice t he things that characterized  Mary and the things that did  not. 

               
4. Wou ld you want  your child be raised by one  of these charac teristics?

   B. Muc h credit  could be given to her parents.
1. Mary’s fa ith almost certainly was plan ted and nourished by them. 
2. Notice t he choice of a mate for Mary. Consider the descriptio n of her re lative 
    Elizabeth and her husband. 
3.  Jesus was linked to His parents thr oughout his life. 

   C. Mary’s description of herself showed tha t she knew t he Lord.
1. What does it mean t o be a “handmaiden?” 
2. When we see t he glory of a li ving God the n we to o will rejoice t o be a lowly 

                servant for Him. 
a. Consider h ow Paul describes him self and others? 

b. How did Jesus come to eart h and live? 
b. When we forget this we run for God’s blessin g and end up fighting God. 

                           
   D. When she needed friends to vi sit with they too were th ose of fa ith. 

1. What do people of faith talk abo ut when they get together? 
2. In order  to build a  strong fa ith you must lear n how to protect and nourish it.

a. There are some conversations not worth having. 

   A. This is true for e veryone. 
1. The o ne God  blesses the most will recei ve the greater tests. 

2. What Go d would give her would not seem “worth it” by t he worl d.
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Introduc tion:

I. Mary ha d deve loped a great faith in God.

II. Mary had a faith woul d be tested

(Lk 1:28)

(Phil 2: 17-18)

(Phil 4:9; 1 Cor 11:1)

(Lk 1:46-55)

(2 Tim 1:5)

(Lk 1:6)
(Lk 4:22)

(Lk 1:3 8, 48)

(Rom 1:1;G al 1:10; 
                          Col 4:12) 

(Phil 2:7-8)

(1 Pt 5:5-7)
(Lk 1:39-40)

(Lk 1:4 5-46)

(Eph 4:29; 1  Tim 1:4)

(1 Pt 1:6-7)
(Rom 5: 1-5;

                Phil 1:29-30)
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   B. The tests of Mary.
1. She had to tell Josep h about her child  and then wait for the  Lord to inform him.

a. This was a test for Joseph too. 
b. Do you  have a fa ith tha n will “wait o n the Lord?” 

2. She had to raise a child that was very different than others. 
a. We canno t fully understa nd the challenges this brought to  her.
b. Likely Joseph died at some time before the mini stry of Chri st. This 

                          would have greatly added to her burden.
c. There were things that Jesus said in H is ministry that woul d have 

                           challenged her. 
3. She had to overcom e the obstac les to believe that He is the So n of God.

a. This wa s a strug gle for the whole  family. 
b. Some mothers do  not react  well whe n children differ among them selves.
c. Building a biblical faith has major roadb locks to overco me for a ll.

4. She had to watch Him die.
a. God t hrough Simeon had  warned her  of this occasion. 
b. Could you have done this? 

   A. She c ould know tha t she was a part of blessin g the whole  world . 
1. She knew that the birth and risin g of the Messi ah would  bless many.
2. She knew her  role was only as a t ool to be used. S he was in the background!
3. Every Christian must have this attitude. We are al l bondservants. 

   B. She  also could know that the example of her faith woul d bless others t oo. 
1. Who wo uld need to see an d remember her fa ith the most? 
2. She was success ful here! What a b lessing! 

   C. She  knew tha t she wou ld continue to have the care of God.
1. Jesus made arrangements for her. 

a. John had a blessing here too.
b. Many co nsider their el derly pare nts a burden. 

2. Did Jesus continue to take care of Mary?
3. Jesus will care for all who  trust  Him. 

   D. She was able to go to heaven.
1. Was it worth it? 
2. How many ha ve been b linded  to the true riches because of seeking after things 
    that will not last? 
3. We all must go through the fire so that God can make us something for Him to 
    keep forever.

“Our lusts are cor ds that bind us. Fiery trials are sent to burn and consume them. Who 
fears the flame which w ill bring hi m liberty fro m intolerab le bonds?” - Charles Sp urgeon

 Do you want a lso to be a “handmaiden of the  Lord?” 
   A. There is no great place than that of a ser vant. 
   B. We must begin by dyin g to self and liv ing for Him. 

(Mt 1:18-25)
(Psa 37:7 -9)

(Lk 1:41-51)

(Mt 12:46-50)

(Jn 7:3-5)

(Lk 2:34 -35)
(Jn 19:25-27)

(2 Cor 4:7)

(Acts 1:14)

(Jn 19:25-27)

(1 Tim 5:8)

(1 Pt 5:6-7)

(Rev 21:3-5)

(Rev 3:17-18)

(Phil 2:5-7)
(Gal 2:2 0)

III. The ble ssings Mary rece ived

Conclus ion:
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