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I ntroduction: Are there different kinds of Christianity?
A. It might be well to frame that question in other ways. (Eph 4:4-6)
1. Arethere many Lords? ...faiths? ...bodies?
2. All questions like this are boiled down to the issue of Lordship. (Lk 6:46)
B. There are two issues that are absolutely necessary in the pursuit of this goal.
1. Will | accept that God has given a complete revelation of Hiswill for mein
the Bible? (2 Tim 3:16-17)
2. Will | have a heart that is willing to be tested and molded to the will of God?
C. Most people fear the consequences of fully trusting God. (Jn 3:19-21)
1. Previous “denominational” ties have kept many from accepting what is clearly
true. (Jn 9:20-22)
2. Why should we give up those things that our family has enjoyed for
generations? Ask the apostle Paul that question! (Phil 3:4-9)
3. Do you see yourself in that quest?
|. We must see the need of “rebuilding thewalls.”
A. Jesus knew that division would greatly hinder the spread of the gospel. (Jn 17:20-23)
1. Look around you and what do you see?
2. Look within yourself and what do you see? (2 Cor 13:5)
3. The pursuit of “undenominational Christianity” occurs one person at atime.
4. Will those present today agree to the daunting task of clearing away the debris
of all human doctrines and rebuilding with the pure gospel of Jesus Christ?
B. We must reach the point of disgust with ourselves.
1. Nehemiah had that realization and confessed to God without excuses.
(Neh 1:7-11)
2. Nehemiah knew the scriptures and what to pray for! (Lev 26:33, 40-42)
3. Many today are sick of the corruption and games played by many churches.
C. Among these will be some who will lead.
1. Leaders will point othersto God to find this repentance.
2. Leaders will set their hearts fully on the goal of returning. (Josh 1:7)
3. When you set your heart on the goal then God will give you opportunity.
(Neh 2:1-4)
4. There must be no false motive of personal gain for us or for any human
group. (Ex. Restoring the restoration movement!)
[1. Commit all your resourcesto the task
A. One of the reasons apostasy takes place is a “distracted” heart. (Lk 8:14-15)
1. Some commit to restoration on a part time basis. (Jer 3:8-10)
2. When true repentance is found then there will be the joy of afull commitment!
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B. We need to be honest to see what God wants. (Neh 2:11-18)
1. It isnever an issue of what we think we can do!
2. A clear faith in God has only one thing in mind.
[11. Understand the adversary and stay focused
A. Satan will use opponentsin these ways to stop you.
1. Ridicule and peer pressure. (Neh 2:19, 4:1-3)
2. Direct attack. (Neh 4:7-9)
3. Negotiations to compromise principle (Neh 6:1-3)
4. Slander and Gossip (Neh 6:5-9)
5. Notice that in every case God’s people stayed focused on Him and were not
distracted in fear. (1 Pt 3:12-15)
B. Satan will use some among God’s people to stop you.
1. Internal fighting and selfishness. (Neh 5:1-12)
a. Satan’s greatest work has been accomplished here.
b. If we build as we should then Satan will do nothing in this areal
2. Those who want fellowship with the adversaries. (Neh 6:10-18)
a. Many will be uncomfortable in opposing the “status-quo” of
denominationalism or peer groups of men.
b. Sensitivity to relatives often cause men to seek compromise.
V. A return to all that God has commanded
A. A new commitment to the written word is essential. (Neh 8:1-3, 6, 8-10)

1. Thisdesireto follow God’s word carefully will scare those with a partial
commitment.

2. We need to study the word anew each day.

B. Thereisno Bibleissue too “small” to ignore.

1. Consider the Feast of Tabernacles. (Lev 23:39-43; Neh 8:13-18)

2. Some could have framed the issue this way: “Our traditional way of worship
was to do this, but now it is different” or ““Y ou must not insist on legalistic
obedience to outward forms because we all love God!”

3. Nehemiah led the people to restore many outward forms. God expected al Jews
who ever lived under this dispensation to keep these directions.

C. Wetoo call people back to a“radical restoration” even in outward matters.

1. Baptism as described in the Bible. (Acts 2:38)

2. Respecting God’s choices concerning the first day of the week.
(Acts20:7; 1 Cor 16:1-3)

3. Worship as God has chosen. (Mt 26:26-29; Eph 5:19)

4. Remember these “outward” matters become important because we have first
resolved “inward” matters. (Mt 23:23)

V. Each generation must fight this battle
A. We might think that this generation and their children stood strong after this. We
would have thought wrong!

1. God’s enemy Tobiah had been given a place in the house of God! (Neh 13:4-9)

2. Other instructions of God had been neglected. (Neh 13:10, 15, 23)



B. Compromise in our fellowship and in God’s law of marriage are problems today!
Conclusion: Have you heard the call to restoration?

A. Do not listen to those who say “restoration is past.”

B. Do not follow those who make peace with God’s enemies in the name of restoration.



