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And Peter Remembered The Word of Jesus

tle, beloved, | now write unto you; in
both which | stir up your pure minds
by way of remembrance: That ye may be mind-
ful" (2 Pet. 3:1, 2). Peter once forgot the word of
Jesus. It came crashing to his remembrance in a
painful manner. When the Lord looked at him after
that rooster crowed the third time, it pierced his
heart, "and he went out, and wept bitterly."
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Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)

The poignant words that serve as
our title were taken from Matthew
26:75. They are found in a passage that will serve to
recall the situation to the mind's eye. "And Peter re-
membered the word of Jesus, which said unto him,
before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And
he went out and wept bitterly." Doubtless the great fish-
erman apostle never forgot that moment. Tears and
time did not erase the agony and remorse of the regret-
ful event.
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When Tragedy Strikes
Could it be that Peter wanted no one to endure the By Doy Moyer
thing that haunted him? He knew what it meant to
be reminded of the words of Jesus. He understood
the way of sin when the word of Jesus is forgotten.
Therefore, he was not negligent to put the brethren
"always in remembrance" of the word of God as
delivered by the apostles and prophets. It is an
engaging and intriguing thought. But regardless of
whether or not that was the compelling idea behind
Peter's words, let us not fail to do as he

urged, that is, remember the word of Christ.

"Thy word have | hid in my heart, that | might

not sin against thee" (Psa. 119: 11).

What exactly does one say to
another when tragedy strikes?
We all wish that we had the per-
fect words that will appropriately
capture what everyone is feel-
ing, words that will comfort and
encourage even the most down-
trodden. We want to come up
with deep statements about how
“this is life” and “here is what

Perhaps there is no connection; it may be but a coinci-
dence of Scripture, if there be any such thing, but in the
second epistle by the same apostle we find the repeti-
tion of the word "remembrance." "Wherefore | will not
be negligent to put you always in remembrance of
these things, though ye know them, and be established
in the present truth. Yea, | think it meet, as long as | am
in this tabernacle, to stir you up by putting you in re-
membrance. . . . Moreover | will endeavor that ye may
be able after my decease to have these things always
in remembrance" (2 Pet. 1:12-15). "This second epis-

For a time, there was a pulling
together of the citizens. More
importantly, there was a general
recognition of the need to turn
to God. Sadly, much of that faded
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that will be embedded in our minds from
then on. If we can learn those lessons, then
we can be the better for it.

When the Twin Towers in New York City
were taken down by terrorists, people were
in shock. It was an unbelievable event.
Nearly three thousands lives were taken in
one day, and the heart of the United States
country was struck hard. What were we
going to demonstrate that we were made
of? For a time, there was a pulling together
of the citizens. More importantly, there was
a general recognition of the need to turn to
God. Sadly, much of that faded over the
years, but this is why we need to be re-
minded of difficult events and the lessons
that come out of them.

When tragedy strikes, we are forced to
consider several important issues:

1. Why? It is not trite to say that sin has
caused the tragic problems of this world.
Once sin came into this world, everything
changed. Everything became subject to
futility (Rom 8:20). The mark left by sin is
tragic and ugly. This is the reason the gos-
pel is such an important part of our under-
standing.

2. The Relative Value of Material stuff.
What does it profit us if we gain the whole
world and lose our souls? (Matt 16:24-27)
Losing stuff isn’t as much a problem when
we put it into perspective.

3. The Value of Loved Ones. People are
always more important than things. When
tragedy strikes, we look for the people we
love first. This is as it should be.

4. The Value of Time. Tragedy will force
us to prioritize our time, reconsider how we
are using it, and try to use it wisely from
then on (Eph. 5:15-17).

5. Our Relationship with God. Must we be
reminded that there is no more important rela-
tionship than that with God? Will we use tragic
events as an excuse to run from God, or will
we use them to draw closer to Him? (Psalm
73)

6. The Importance of Eternity. What we can
see is temporary; what we cannot see is eter-
nal. Therefore, we must look to the eternal
and recognize that our real goal is to please
God because one day we will be brought to
judgment (2 Cor. 4:16-5:10).

7. Our Perspective on Everything. How will
we react to difficult times? What will say to
others? What will we do to cope? Will we
pray? Will we meditate on God’s word? Or will
we be anxious, worried, and troubled? See
what Jesus says about worry and anxiety

in Matthew 6:24-33. How much we are wiling
to trust God speaks volumes about how we
deal with matters that cause anxiety. That
may be “easier said than done,” but it is the
perspective we are taught to embrace.

Terrorism. Natural disasters. Crimes. Heart-
aches at every turn. What does it take to wake
us up and make sure that we are right with
God?

Tell your family that you love them. Quit the
quibbling and fighting. Who cares who started
what? Let’s get over ourselves and seek the
welfare of one another. Let us humble our-
selves before God and make sure that our
priorities are where they should be.

“Therefore if you have been raised up with
Christ, keep seeking the things above, where
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set
your mind on the things above, not on the
things that are on earth. For you have died
and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
When Christ, who is our life, is revealed,
then you also will be revealed with Him

in glory” (Col. 3:1-4).
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Some Marks Of God’s People

By Virgil Hale

Malachi 3:16 reads, "Then they that feared the Lord
spake often one to another: and the Lord hearkened,
and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written
before him for them that feared the Lord, and that
thought upon his name." In this text there are three
characteristics given concerning the people of God
that | want us to study, and then we will observe the
blessing that followed. There are great lessons in this
text for all of God’s people today.

In the first place it says that they "feared the Lord."
This in and of itself does not make one a child of God.
It is said of Cornelius that he "feared God with all his
house..." (Acts 10:2) and that he was "a just man and
one that feareth God.." (verse 22). At the time, Cor-
nelius was not a Christian, and he had to obey the
Gospel in order to become a child of God. The kind of
fear under consideration is not a fear that causes one
to shudder at the very thought of God, but it is a rever-
ential awe and respect for God and His will. In speak-
ing of God David wrote, "He sent redemption unto his
people: he hath commanded his covenant forever:
holy and reverend is his name" (Psa. 111:9). The writ-
er of the Hebrew letter said that we are to "serve God
acceptably with reverence and godly fear" (Heb.
12:28). It is evident that most people have little or no
respect for God or His Word. According to Solomon,
the whole duty of man is to "Fear God and keep his
commandments" (Eccl. 12:13). Peter made this state-
ment at the house of Cornelius,"...Of a truth | perceive
that God is no respecter of persons: But in every na-
tion he that feareth him, and worketh righteousness, is
accepted with him" (Acts 10:34 -35). There is no way
that one can be a faithful child of God if he has no
reverence and respect for God and His will.

Secondly, it is said in our text that these people of
God "spake often one to another." This implies that
they had fellowship one with another, that they coop-
erated one with the other, that they were mutually
helpful to each other. The word fellowship carries with
it the idea of joint participation. We are told, "And let
us consider one another to provoke unto love and to
good works" (Heb. 10:24). Paul wrote that we are
"workers together with him..." 2 Cor. 6:1) and that "we
are laborers together with God" (1 Cor. 3:9). The
Psalmist wrote, "Behold, how good and how pleasant
it is for brethren to dwell together in unity!" (Psa.
133:1). Some things might be pleasant that are not

good for us, and some things might be good for us
that are not pleasant, but unity is both good and
pleasant. Christians are to "Be kindly affectioned one
to another with brotherly love; in honor preferring
one another" (Rom. 12:10). Paul wrote, "Fulfil ye my
joy, that ye be likeminded, having the same love,
being of one accord, of one mind. Let nothing be
done through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of
mind let each esteem other better than them-
selves." (Phil. 2:2-3). Love for one another lets the
world know that we belong to Christ (John 13:34-
35). The early church certainly fit this pattern (Acts
2:44-45; 4:34-37).

Thirdly, it is said of God’s people that they "thought
upon his name." This implies that they meditated
upon God and His will, and that they were devout
worshipers of Him. Do you enjoy studying God’s
Word, and are you a faithful worshiper of God? The
"Blessed" man of Psalms chapter 1, is one whose
"delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his Law doth
he meditate day and night." Paul wrote, "Study to
shew thyself approved of God, a workman that nee-
deth not to be ashamed rightly dividing the word of
truth” (2 Tim. 2:15). What do you think about most?
We are products of our thinking (Prov. 23:7; Rom.
12:1-2). We cannot rise above our thinking!

Finally, notice the results of the preceding, "and the
Lord hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remem-
brance was written before him for them..." Rest as-
sured that God does not forget His people. Paul
spoke of people "whose names are written in the
book of life" (Phil. 4:3). We need to remember that
God has said, "l will never leave thee, nor forsake
thee" (Heb. 13:5). Because of that promise we can
"boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and | will not fear
what man shall do unto me" (verse 6). Rest assured
"our labor is not in vain in the Lord" (1 Cor. 15:58).
"For God is not unrighteous to forget your work and
labour of love, which ye have showed toward his
name, in that ye have ministered to the saints, and
do minister" (Heb. 6:10). Do we really believe these
promises? | hope that we do, because God cannot
lie (Tit. 1:2; Heb. 6:18). May we strive to have the

characteristics that we have discussed in our N
lives, and heaven will someday be our eternal
home.




