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God Is Not...
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| suppose it is inevitable, given He is not a liar! - In fact, “let
who God is, and His place in . God be true, and every man a
the universe, that He will be either consciously liar” (Rom 3:4).

or unconsciously misunderstood and mischar- He is not partial! - “there is no respector
acterized. Some seem to think that by thinking  of persons with God” ... (Rom 2:10)

God is this or that, that He becomes that. . .
He is not bluffing! When He says that

those that “obey not the gospel” will enter
everlasting punishment, that is not idle
talk, nor to be explained away by man.

As David says in the second Psalm, they
“imagine a vain thing”. Fools, according to
Rom 1, “change the glory of the incorruptible
God into an image made like to corruptible

man” and even worse. Nothing really
changed! God “gave them up”, and ruin was
(and is) the result — He is still “God”, with all

that means. Our hope? Acknowledge Him as
He is, and act accordingly.

He is not affected by what man thinks of
Him! He is not a man! -- His thoughts are not
man’s thoughts, nor His ways man’s ..(Isa
55:8,9). His reaction to sin and evil is not
man’s ...(Ps 50:21).

He does not fail in either His promises
or His threats. (Psa 19:7)

He does not tolerate half - hearted or
lukewarm service! ... (Rev 3:15-18)

He does not adjust His laws to suit the
individual. (Ezk 18:9)

There is so much that God /s, and that
makes our relationship with Him so desira-
ble...but we must never forget what

He is not.
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You Better Watch Out, You Better Not...

By Dee Bowman

The Devil is no fool. How of-
ten we underestimate his

Are there some things we
can do to combat the
devil? You better know it.
God has provided an apt

cunning and crafty nature.
The Scriptures warn of his
“‘wiles” (Eph. 6:11) and tell us
of his devices (2 Cor. 2:11).
“Wiles” have to do with the
Devil's abilities--abilities to
concoct methods, plans,
strategies for deceiving us.
He's good at it. Real good.
“Devices” are the tools he us-
es to make his plans work, to
cause us to move toward evil.
He's good at that, too. Real
good.

description of the enemy.
He knows his plans, has
intercepted his codes, and
deduced his projects.

complete concentration as to
the whereabouts and strata-

gem of the enemy.
Peter tells us in | Peter 5:8,

“Be sober, be vigilant; be-
cause your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion, wal-
keth about, seeking whom he  ge vigilant. That means watch
may devour. out. He lurks in the shadows,
This passage should lenda ~ MoVves in the dark, skirts the
sense of urgency to our situa- Periphery all the time, looking
tion. It should teil us that aII_the while for a chance to
we're at war and there's not  Strike. Look out.
time for civilian activities, only

for constant vigilance and

Be sober. That means be seri-
ous about his possible inva-
sion. He is.

(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

Your adversary. He is the enemy. We
best not associate with him. When we
fraternize with the enemy we are apt to
become like him. Best be careful about
that. It's hard to recognize him when
you look so much like him yourself. Be
careful.

Walketh about. He is not passive. He
doesn't work a forty-hour week, nor
does he take any time off. He's always
on the job, working to do us harm.
Where is he? Right now.

As a roaring lion. A lion stalks his prey
for days until such a time as he finds it
in a vulnerable position. Then he lets
out a gargantuan roar, thus freezing the
prey in its tracks. It's easy from there
on. There's a place where you can no
longer turn back, folks. Be careful how
close you allow him to get.

Are there some things we can do to
combat the devil? You better know it.
God has provided an apt description of
the enemy. He knows his plans, has
intercepted his codes, and deduced his
projects. He'll help us if we'll just pay
close attention to what He says.

We are not ignorant of his devices (2
Cor. 2:11). God knows. We don't--not
yet anyhow. We must learn. We need
to read the Bible, study the word,
search the scriptures. They will inform
us of his wiles, how he works. We can
know, but only if we want to. Do you
want to? It sure helps to know.

God will provide a way of escape (I
Cor. 10:13). But God's faithfulness to

provide does not equal our having the in-
formation automatically. We must look for
the way of escape. It's in His word. Re-
member Jesus. ‘It is written” was his an-
swer to the Devil's temptations. It's ours
as well.

Resist him and he will flee (Jas. 4:7; |
Pet. 5:9). Resistance is hard. It takes re-
solve. It takes steeling your nerve. It takes
hurting sometimes. But resistance is the
key to conquering the Devil. He can't win if
you resist.

Give no place to him (Eph. 4:27). You
can't keep the Devil from wandering
through your mind now and then but you
don't have to give him a place to stay.
Kick him out. Make him go someplace
else. Tell him he's not welcome. If you
give him a room, before long he'll own the
house.

Don't let him win the war, even if he
wins a battle now an then (2 Pet. 2:26).
Because he's likely to win some doesn't
mean you have to just give up. Repent
and start again. Repent and get up. Re-
pent and pray God for help.

Repent and regroup. “And that they may
recover themselves out of the snare of the
devil, who are taken captive by him at his
will” (2 Pet. 2:26). That ought to restore
your broken spirit. You can still get out of
there. You can still run. Just do it.

| hate the Devil. | mean | hate him! Don't
you? And | don't know for the life of me
how you could possibly have any trouble
with him when he's over at my house
nearly all the time. E
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A Godly View of Sin
By Sewell Hall

“What happened to sin?" This question, occasionally
asked these days, can be answered with another

question: "Whatever happened to God?” When people

lose sight of God, sin cannot be far behind.

The World's View Of Sin: -- Worldly people usually
have in mind some vague definition of sin. In their
view murder is sin because it hurts other people. If
you asked the average person to name a sinner, he
might well name Saddam Hussein; look how many
people he has hurt! On the other hand a psychology
professor | knew insisted that sexual relations be-
tween two unmarried consenting adults is no more
than a handshake if no one gets hurt.

Some take another step to call things sin if they hurt
the one who does them. These days some people
think of smoking as sinful because it harms the body.
At the same time, drunkenness is winked at as long
as one does not harm himself or drive under the influ-
ence.

Things may be thought sinful once they become so-
cially unacceptable; speaking against homosexuality
is just about the most heinous sin some people can
imagine. lllegal things are considered sinful if one is
caught and, if not, they become clever. And, of
course, anything that makes you feel bad about your-
self is probably a sin for you.

Notice that all of these involve horizontal relationships.
Sin is defined in purely human terms. The only author-

ity acknowledged is human authority. The guilt or in-
nocence of any action is judged by its visible and fore-
seeable effect on people here and now. God is not in
the picture.

The Godly View: -- As godliness is defined, however,
everything is judged in reference to God. The word
sin, as used in the Bible, is "missing the mark." Crime
is missing the mark set by men: sin is missing the
mark set by God (1 Jn. 3:4). Murder is sin, not be-
cause it is illegal or because it hurts someone but be-
cause God has forbidden it. The mark God has set
may be missed by going beyond it (1 Jn. 5:17; 2 Jn.
9) of by coming short of it (Jas. 4:17; Rom. 3:23).

The act by which "sin entered into the world" (Rom.
5:12) was an act that few people in our godless age
would call sin. In fact, | am asked sometimes, "What
do you think that Adam and Eve really did?" Well,
what they really did was eat a piece of fruit (Gen. 3:6),

and it was sin because God had forbidden it. Wheth-
er men see anything wrong in their action is beside
the point.

When God told Abraham to offer his son on an altar
(Gen. 22:2), he would have sinned if he had failed
to obey. His faith was demonstrated in his willing-
ness to do what God said, regardless of his own
human sense of right and wrong.

Fornication, idolatry, adultery, homosexuality, covet-
ousness, drunkenness, and extortion were socially
acceptable in Corinth, but the Holy Spirit through
Paul insisted that those practicing such things would
not "inherit the kingdom of God" (1 Cor. 6:9,10). "Let
no one deceive you with empty words, for because
of these things the wrath of God comes upon the
sons of disobedience" (Eph. 5:6).

Even worship can be sin if it is not what God desires
(Matt. 7:21-23), and a failure to worship is also sin
(Jas. 4:17).

God And Sin: -- Once God is brought into the pic-
ture it becomes clear that sin is man's greatest prob-
lem. "For the wrath of God is revealed form heaven
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of
men..." (Rom. 1:18). What man on his own can es-
cape the wrath of God? Since sin is an offense
against God, only God can forgive it. And forgiving
sin is not easy even for God. It cost Him the life of
His Son.

The just penalty attached to sin by a just God is
death; consequently, justice demands that the penal-
ty be paid if sins are to be forgiven. If the sinner paid
it he would be forever separated from God. But "God
so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish
but have everlasting life" (Jn. 3:16). He allowed His
Son to be "cut off out of the land of the living for the
transgression of My people, to whom the stroke was
due" (Isa. 53:8).

Whenever we are tempted to sin, even in ways that
the world considers innocent, we should ask with
Joseph, "How then can | do this great wickedness
and sin against God?" (Gen. 39:9). And when even
the world pronounces us guilty, we still must con-
fess to God along with David, "Against You, You
only, have | sinned, and done this evil in Your
sight..." (Psa. 51:4).




