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Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)

is happy with his wife doesn’t go
around saying, “Why couldn’t |
have had a woman like that one over there.” And
one who is happy with Christ does not look long-
ingly toward Satan’s realm. We envy the worldly
man for one reason only—because we are world-

The wealthy have many friends
(Proverbs 19:4); and the bread of
falsehood is sweet (20:17). We may get treasures by
lying (21:6); and the rich rule over the poor (22:7).
Sounds pretty good, doesn’t it? Sometimes those
who should know better are jealous of the apparent
gains of sinners. When we notice such an attitude we
feel it is time to lock the door and hide the sugar

bowl. We cannot consider a man very pious who the sweet bread of deceit becomes gravel. The
looks longingly toward “the advantages” of the world-  |igr's treasures are vapor; and “he that oppres-

ly. seth the poor to increase his gain . . . shall come

Solomon knew that “there is a just one who perishes o want” (Proverbs 22:16). The proverbial wis-
in his righteousness, and there is a wicked one who doms given here are backed not only by inspira-
prolongs life in his wickedness” (Ecc. 7:15; 8:11-14)  tion, but are repeatedly proven in life.

but he said this too was vanity. When we see the
wicked prosper we face real temptations: (1) to con-
sider our lesser fortune a sign of piety, and become
self-righteous—"holier than thou”; (2) to envy the
wicked (Proverbs 24:1); (3) to fail in our understand-
ing of true values, distinguishing “the meat that per-
ishes” from that which endures unto everlasting life;
and (4) allowing the wish to become mother to the
deeds.
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Intentions Won't Get It!

The friends of the wealthy are often shallow; and By Dee Bowman

Some of the proverbial expres-
sions not found in the Bible are
nonetheless true. Truth will al-
ways plumb with all other truth;
it cannot contradict itself. Take
the expression “the road to hell
is paved with good intentions.”
That’s not found in the Scrip-
tures, but it's nonetheless true.
Nobody really wants to go to
hell; and everybody | know of
intends to do something to pre-
clude making that trip. But
when? Ah, that’s the question.

When it’s all said and done,
and you stand before the
bar of God in judgment,

Then, we must recognize the necessity for re-
viewing our goals and the standards by which we
hope to achieve them. Like Abraham, if we are
forever mindful of that materialistic state from
whence we came, we may have opportunity to
return. But we desire a heavenly country; so God
is not ashamed to be called our God: for He has
prepared for us a city (Hebrews 11:15).

Thoughts to Ponder

Therefore, to him
who knows to do
good and does not do
it, to him it is sin.
(James 4:17)

can you say to the Lord,
with a clear conscience,

“Lord, | intended to’??

James says a man is tempted when he is “drawn
away of his own lust and enticed” (1:14). A man who

or to those who believe it and

Intention without follow-through
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tells us something about diligence when
he uses that same term when to conclude
what we call The Christian Graces:
“Wherefore the rather, brethren, give dili-
gence to make your calling and election
sure” (2 Peter 1:10). He had begun with
that same admonition: “But also for this
very reason, giving all diligence, add to
your faith...” virtue, knowledge, self-
control, perseverance, godliness, brother-
ly kindness and love. You don’t add those
things up in your mind and you're through;
it's a life-long pursuit, one requiring con-
sistent diligence to make sure the calling
of God. It all begins with the decision to
get on with the project. You have to devel-
op a serious conviction as well as a press-
ing urgency to continually add all these
graces as you go along.

Intentions won't get it.
‘l intend to get involved.” When? Soon?

And what’s wrong with starting today?
You are involved only when you actually
participate, when you become a part,
when you make an effort to be dedicated
to whatever the project. Paul speaks of
such participation in Romans 12: “For as
we have many members in one body, but
all members do not have the same func-
tion, so we, being many, are one body in
Christ, and individually members one of
another.” We’re individuals who are meld-
ed together in our common worship of the
Father, in our common desire to grow up
in Him, in our common desire to bring oth-
ers to Him. We’re together, and being to-
gether takes work — patience — under-
standing. And it takes time. It doesn’t just
happen, either. It's planned action. Inten-
tions don’t work, folks.

Intentions won't get it.

“l intend to tell somebody about Jesus.”
When? Today?

| seriously doubt that anybody is going to
heaven alone. You will likely go with some-
one and you will likely take someone with
you. Just as somebody loved you enough to
tell you about the Lord and His salvation, it’s
up to you to love somebody enough to pass
it on. But that takes more than mere inten-
tions. You have to get past the fear, get past
the timidity, and get on with the mission as-
signed. You have to run the risk, even it
means losing a friend or making a family
member angry.

Intentions won'’t get it.

And you don’t have to be a Bible scholar to
teach the word. All you need is a note pad
and a knowledge of the Scriptures broad
enough to tell someone what you did to be
saved. Following the great commission in
Matthew 28:18, Jesus said, “...teaching
them to observe all things that | have com-
manded you.” Please note what He has just
commanded- “Go therefore and teach all
nations.” Maybe you intend to do it but just
don’t have the ability. That’s possible. Then
help someone else do it. Be a part. One
thing is certain: the message needs to be
told, and intentions won'’t get it done.

When it’s all said and done, and you stand
before the bar of God in judgment, can you
say to the Lord, with a clear conscience,
“Lord, | intended to”?
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The Sin of Murmuring
By Earl Fly

Korah, Dathan, Abiram, fifty
princes of the congregation
and others rebelled and mur-
mured against God's servants
Moses and Aaron (Numbers
16:1-11). "The earth opened
her mouth, and swallowed
them up ... they, and all that
appertained to them, went
down alive into the pit, and the
earth closed upon them, and
they perished from among the
congregation" (Numbers 16:32
-33). "And there came out a
fire from the Lord, and consumed the two hun-
dred and fifty men that offered in-

cense" (Numbers 16:35). When the Jews mur-
mured that Moses and Aaron were responsible
for the deaths, God killed fourteen thousand; sev-
en hundred of them by a plague (Numbers 16:41
-49). This is written for our admonition and should
cause all murmurers in the church to repent and
reform, lest they suffer a "sorer punish-

ment" (Hebrews 10:28-29).

A murmurer can do a great harm and irreparable
damage in a congregation by creating discontent,
discouragement, and apathy among members, by
sowing discord among the brethren (which God
hates—Proverbs 6:19), by undermining the work
of preacher, teachers, deacons, and the rule of
elders. This many times creates a general attitude
of dissatisfaction and loss of interest, enthusiasm
and zeal, resulting in decreased attendance, con-
tribution and impairment of all work in general.
The murmurer may then be the first to criticize the
lack of growth, and may use the preacher or
someone else as the scapegoat to bear the
blame, not realizing or ignoring the fact that his
own sin is responsible.

The murmurer does not truly love God and is not
really interested in the welfare and growth of the
church, but in his own selfish desires and opin-
ions. He is either woefully ignorant of or willfully

Those who truly love
God and his church have
no desire to be

hypercritical faultfinders,
wandering about
murmuring to all who

will listen.

disregards God's word regard-
ing his sin, and is a dangerous
threat to the cause of Christ.
He can and does destroy or
greatly lessen the influence
and work of those who hap-
pen to be the object of his dis-
gruntled attack. It is difficult to
deal with such a situation be-
cause often times the mur-
murer does not have the cour-
age or character to honorably
discuss his complaints with
the proper ones, but whispers
them in secret to others.
Christians should not lend receptive ears nor
endorsement to murmuring, but exhort the guilty
one to cease his sin. Remember, if one will mur-
mur to you, he may murmur about you, because
many times he is a pharisaical faultfinder, a
chronic complainer with a hypercritical attitude
who is usually never satisfied very long with any
arrangement.

We earnestly exhort all murmurers everywhere
in the name of Christ to repent of this sin, to
cease and desist in tearing down the work of
God, and to get busy in the kingdom to build it
up. Those who truly love God and his church
have no desire to be hypercritical faultfinders,
wandering about murmuring to all who will listen.
If anyone should persist in this sin after proper
warnings and efforts to restore, then scriptural
discipline should be brought about to protect the
flock of God and its work. The work of our Lord
is too important to allow the murmurer to run and
ruin the church.




