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surplus.

Sunday 5:15

“For the Lord your God is bringing you
into a good land, a land of brooks of
water, of fountains and springs, that flow out of valleys and
hills . . . a land in which you will eat bread without scarcity, in
which you will lack nothing . . . When you have eaten and are
full . . . beware that you do not forget the Lord your

God” (Deut. 8:7-11).

Poverty is not an easy experience, but if we stop to think
about it, it's obvious that wealth has its difficulties too. When
we speak of “hard times,” we need to be careful. For all the
hardship we face when we suffer a shortage of life’s necessi-
ties, we face an even greater challenge when we suffer a

The challenge of prosperity is greater because it challenges
us at the level of our character. Poverty’s hardship is mostly
physical or outward, but affluence presents a host of harder
problems that are spiritual in nature. Granted, there are some
spiritual issues that must be dealt with when we’re poor, but
most people who’ve been poor would report that they found
their inward characters growing in positive ways during that
experience. By contrast, most people would have to say that
their characters tend to weaken when life is completely com-
fortable. Indeed, it's all we can do to keep from dying in the
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Hard Times
By Gary Henry

learned both to be full
and to suffer need.” It

Classes This Week

Tuesday 8 PM
Truth Seekers in Room 2222

Student Center
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suffocating atmosphere of affluence.

Paul made an interesting statement in
Philippians 4:11-12: “| have learned in whatever state |
am, to be content: | know how to be abased, and | know
how to abound. Everywhere and in all things | have

and to abound without losing our souls! When we’re
wealthy, our spiritual survival is anything but automatic.
In fact, according to Jesus, the odds are quite against it:
“And again | say to you, it is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter
the kingdom of God” (Matthew 19:24).

These truths have sobering implications for those of us
who live in one of the wealthy nations, particularly the
United States of America. We face some spiritual hard-
ships that our brethren in poorer cultures don’t have to
deal with, and frankly, we’re not handling our abundance
conspicuously well. We're “full,” but in all too many
cases, we're letting our spirits starve to death.

“If adversity hath killed his thousands, prosperity
hath killed his ten thousands” (Robert Burton).

Prayer Study at Stefan Richardson’s

VOLUME 4, ISSUE 21

and to be hungry, both to abound
takes some “know how” to be full

Thursday 8 PM

News and Notes

- Joel Black fell last week and broke
his collarbone. Let us pray for and help

our brother.
- We will have a congregational
meeting at 3:30 this afternoon.

- Plans are being made to conduct a
VBS on June 24-27 on the life of Joseph.
- There are occasional special be-
nevolent needs that we take care of as

individuals. If you would like to help
please contact Jeff Jerkins for further

information.
- Let us remember our expectant
mother, Nicole Pender, in our prayers.

- Let us continue to pray for Glenn
Weeks.
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Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
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These Things Became Our Examples
By Terry Benton

did not sin

spoke kind words
So much talk about “examples
are not binding” is really not
helping brethren understand
the reason why examples are
very important. It did not matter
to Paul about whether the Old
Testament contained “narrative”
or “story” (who would ever dis-
pute that?). Yet, as he read the
stories embedded in the Old
Testament, he found things that
“became our examples”

(1 Cor.10:6). The mistakes of
Israel were examples NOT to
follow in the church. He said
“they happened to them as ex-
amples and they were written
for our learning” (v.11). Get
this! Christians are to learn from
the examples embedded in the
stories of the Old Testament.

not vengeful
When the church at Corinth
got off track with the Lord’s
Supper and made it into a meal
to feed their appetite, Paul
reminded them of the example

did not threaten
judged righteously
bore our burdens

of what Jesus did the night of
His betrayal when He showed
what He wanted done

Thoughts to Ponder

Facts are facts and

will not disappear on e e

account of your likes.

“ordained” things in “all the
churches” (1 Cor.7:17), one of
which was to learn from exam-
ples, then what we see in the
uniform practices of the early
churches would be examples for
us to follow. Paul urged the Co-
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By the same token, if Paul (Continued on page 2)
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(Continued from page 1)

One thing that is written is “imitate”(follow
the example of) Paul (1 Cor.4:16), and let
yourself be reminded of his “ways in
Christ’(which includes his approved exam-
ples) (v.17). The reason we can follow the
apostles “ways in Christ” is because they
had “the mind of Christ” (2:16). The wis-
dom of God was revealed to them by the
Spirit (2:10). These men were led by the
Spirit and they were “ministers of the new
covenant” (2 Cor.3). The Old Testament
had been a ministration of death, but the
New Testament was a ministry of the Spirit
and of life. As we follow the examples of
the apostles we learn things that we can
“prove are acceptable to the Lord”
(Rom.12:1-3; Eph.5:11; 1 Thess.5:21).
What Paul taught in one church, he also
taught “everywhere in every church”

(1 Cor.4:17).

When the church at Corinth got off track
with the Lord’s Supper and made it into a
meal to feed their appetite, Paul reminded
them of the example of what Jesus did the
night of His betrayal when He showed
what He wanted done (1 Cor.11:23). Je-
sus showed them what He wanted
(example to follow), and He told them what
He wanted (command). “Do this in remem-
brance of Me”. From the command and
example Paul also drew some necessary
inferences: 1)When you partake of the
Lord’s Supper you are “proclaiming His
death till He comes”, and 2) when you do
not take it with the focus on the body and
blood, you do it in an unworthy manner
and therefore are guilty of the body and
blood.(v.26,27).

When did the early disciples come to-
gether and partake of the Lord’s Supper?

We learn from the examples in Acts 2:42
and Acts 20:7, that they did it “on the first
day of the week”. Nobody questions but what
that is “acceptable to the Lord”. The same
thing done in one church with apostolic ap-
proval is what all churches did. Those who
follow that same example are no doubt doing
what is acceptable to the Lord. But, what of
those who want to do it on Thursday? They
cannot “prove it is acceptable”. They have no
statement or example after the Lord “drank it
new in the kingdom” except the examples of
doing it on the first day of the week. Thus, if
you cannot “prove it is acceptable” you have
no business doing it. It should be that simple
since even the uniform practice of the early
disciples “became our examples” and are
written for our learning. The apostles showed
us things that were acceptable to the Lord as
well as told us. They even showed us how
they reasoned from examples and came to
the necessary inference that Gentiles do not
have to be circumcised (Acts 15). That gave
us an example of how to use statements and
examples and come to the “necessary con-
clusion” or judgment of what the will of the
Lord is. Using the model of settling issues
and questions by this process shows us how
to go about “proving what is acceptable to the
Lord”. These things also became our exam-
ples in how to “test all things, hold fast what
is good” (1 Thess.5:21). Some examples are
incidental and do not form a uniform pattern.
But, some examples clearly show us what we
can prove is right and cannot be wrong, and
those examples ought not be dismissed in
favor of something you cannot prove. The
stories and narratives of scripture are to
show us examples of what we can safely fol-
low and of things we should avoid. E
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The Relationship Between Truth and Emotion
By Bryan Gibson

Seemed like a good time to
write this article, seeing that
more and more people seem
to think that emotions trump
truth. Let’s explore the rela-
tionship a little closer, from a
Scriptural standpoint, and
then issue a couple warnings.

The truth, provided we have
a good understanding of it,
will produce a wide array of
genuine emotions—fear, sor-
row, compassion, joy, grati-
tude, etc. Jesus certainly experienced a range
of emotions (Mark 3:5; 11:15-17; Luke 7:13;
10:21; 19:41; Hebrews 5:7), and so did Paul
(Acts 20:19, 31; Romans 9:2; 2 Corinthians
2:4; 7:7,13; 11:29; Philippians 3:18). No need
to ever be ashamed of the emotions which
spring from an understanding of truth.

The truth will also regulate our emotions, in sev-
eral ways. 1) Emotions can be pretty fickle—we
feel one way one moment and entirely different
the next (e.g. Acts 14:8-19; Galatians 4:14-
16). Truth is the great moderator—it can prevent
these wild swings of emotion. 2) Emotions can
also be misdirected—we feel one way when we
should feel another. At Mt. Sinai, the Israelites
“rejoiced in the works of their own hands” (Acts
7:41)—in short, they rejoiced in iniquity (see 1
Corinthians 13:6). We’'ve got too many people
asking, “How can this be so wrong when it feels
so good?” Yet, to his worldly minded readers,
James wrote, “Let your laughter be turned to
mourning, and your joy to gloom” (James 4:9).
The truth, properly understood, will direct our
emotions in keeping with the truth (see 3 John
1:4). 3) Emotions can also easily get out of con-
trol, which is often the case with anger
(“outbursts of wrath—Galatians 5:20). There’s

First, resist any and all efforts
to change God’s plan—for
any reason, including the
desire to generate more
emotion. More than anything
else, we want people to have
conviction, which will in turn
produce the genuine

emotions we spoke of earlier.

no better anger management
course in the world than the
one found in the truth of
God’s word. 4) Not that there
won’t be occasional outpour-
ings of emotion, but the truth
also produces more settled
emotions—the kind that pro-
duce steadfast, immovable
Christians (1 Corinthians
15:58)—a joy that remains
with us, even in times of sor-
row (John 15:11; 2 Corin-
thians 6:10); a gratitude that
enables us to “give thanks always” (Ephesians
5:20); a fear that will consistently steer us
away from “evil” and the “snares of

death” (Proverbs 8:13; 14:26-27); etc.

Finally, the truth will root out certain emotions,
ones that have no place in the life of a Chris-
tian. Self-pity comes way too easily for way too
many people, but the truth simply won’t allow it,
not with its emphasis on self-denial (Matthew
16:24; Luke 14:26; Philippians 2:3-8).

Now, for a couple much needed warnings.
First, resist any and all efforts to change God’s
plan—for any reason, including the desire to
generate more emotion. More than anything
else, we want people to have conviction, which
will in turn produce the genuine emotions we
spoke of earlier.

Secondly, don’t judge others to be unemotional
or lacking in spirituality, simply because they
show very few outward displays of emotion.
There’s a far better way to judge the depth of
one’s faith and love, and their spirituality in
general, and that's by consistent service to

the Lord. E




