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“Do You Understand Everything?”

A tactic used in the 60's and 70's by
those using grace as the basis for ex-
tending fellowship to those teaching and practicing
religious error was to ask their critics, “Do you under-
stand everything about the Bible?” If you answered,
“No,” then they would ask “How can you be so sure
that others are wrong?” The idea being that since you
admit you don’t understand everything then you have
no right to say with certainty that another is wrong in
his understanding.

It took me a little while to catch on, but when | began to
see what they were doing, | quit answering their ques-
tion with a mere, “No.” Rather | would tell them let’s
pick a topic, let’s look at it and then you tell me
whether | understand it or not. That would take away
their “gotcha.”

Because one cannot say with certainty that he knows
all about any discipline does not mean that he can not
say with certainty that he knows much of it. In my early
preaching days, | also taught high school math for one
semester. If a student had challenged me for giving
him and others a failing grade by asking me, “Do you
understand everything about mathematics, then how

By Edward Bragwell, Sr. can you be so sure that our answers

were wrong” | would have likely taught
him a thing or two that had little to do with math.

Don't let those fellows who are presently talking
about grace like they are the first ones in the
church to have discovered that “by grace are ye
saved” to lure you into believing that since we are
all weak in our understanding in certain areas that
we have no right to draw any lines against those
professed Christians who may “understand differ-
ently” than we do. The fact is, we cannot under-
stand truth differently, we either understand it or
we misunderstand it.

As it was in the 60’s and 70's, | fear that it will be
with the present one’s who are overemphasizing
grace and using it as an excuse for broader fel-
lowship, most of them will wind up out right es-
pousing the false doctrines of the ones they are
now seeking a way to fellowship — in fact, some of
them may already be there.

Ephesians 5:17—Therefore do not be un-
wise, but understand what the will of the Lord
is.
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LOVE

your enemies.
No exceptions.

Thoughts to Ponder

| don't think God
is interested in our
“success”. He is
interested in our
maturity.

The Unthinkable Commandment
By Paul ‘Earnhart

With every advancing sentence
in Matthew 5 (V21), Jesus has
taken an ever larger bite out of
the human ego. Every new con-
trast between the popular Phari-
saic perversions and the real
demand of kingdom righteous-
ness has served to heighten the
moral challenge. What the Lord
at last commands in the sixth
and last of these antitheses
must have stunned His audi-
ence (Matthew 5:43-48). He
has spoken the inconceivable

And who among His
audience then or now
could have anticipated that
the journey would not be
finished until He had
demanded of them the

hardest thing of all - to love
the very ones we are most
drawn to hate - our

enemies. Finally, the Lord

has left no room for “self”’

at all.
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(Continued from page 1)

idea to first-century Jews. By Jesus’ time,
there was a palpable enmity that had at-
tached itself to the partitioning wall that
was the law (Ephesians 2:14-15). The
people of Israel had suffered much from a
hostile world and often looked with disdain
upon the ignorant paganism and egregious
immorality of the Gentiles. The Gentiles
were not slow to return the favor. The
Pharisees, with their separatist fervor,
were not ignorant of the law’s demand that
the sons of the covenant were to love their
neighbor as themselves (Leviticus 19:18),
but they understood that obligation to end
at the borders of Israel. There were plenty
to hate beyond the pale and many in the
nation held that it was not only their privi-
lege, but their obligation to do so. The fact
that the Pharisees were aware of the com-
mand to love, but floundered on the defini-
tion of “neighbor” is evidenced by the con-
versation with a certain lawyer (Luke
10:25-29). The lawyer knew that formula
but was yet to make a proper application.

But how and why did the teachers in Israel
come to conclude that the law commanded
hatred for the enemy? It might have been
the “holy wars” of extermination which God
commanded Israel to wage against the Ca-
naanites (Deuteronomy 20:16-18), or the
imprecatory psalms “Do not | hate them, O
Lord, who hate You?... | hate them with
perfect hatred; | count them my enemies,”
Psalms 139:21-22. Note especially Psalm
109. Yet, however difficult and perplexing
be the problems which these facts present,
the law did not distinguish in the matter of
neighbor love between the Israelite and the
stranger (Leviticus 19:18 with 19:33-34),
and it did not counsel hatred and venge-

ance for the enemy (Exodus 23:4-5). Even
Job, whose times most likely antedate the
law, understood the sin of rejoicing over the
calamity of an enemy (Job 31:29-30). It has
always impressed me that when Paul sought
to instruct his brethren in their treatment of
enemies, he felt no need for some new reve-
lation, but drew easily upon the book of Prov-
erbs: “If your enemy is hungry, feed him, if he
is thirsty, give him a drink” (Romans 12:20;
Proverbs 25:21). There is no portion of the
Old Testament which more directly addresses
the problem of Israel’s attitude toward her
enemies than the book of Jonah. The Assyr-
ians were a brutal people, enemies of God
and men, but Jehovah loved them and He
intended that His servant Jonah should do the
same (Jonah 4:9-11).

Still, if after all this, we find ourselves hard
pressed to believe that the law did not coun-
sel enmity toward enemies, we are left to trust
the Son of God who rebukes this idea as a
misconception of the law and wholly inconsis-
tent with the nature and purpose of God. It
was just such teaching as this that made the
nation so unprepared for the coming of the
peaceable kingdom. Had Jesus told His fol-
lowers to love their “neighbors,” they might
well have continued in the old narrow ways,
missing completely this love’s unique nature.
But when He teaches them to love their ene-
mies, they may be startled but they will cer-
tainly be instructed. As Kierkegaard has ob-
served, the gospel has made it forever impos-
sible for anyone to be mistaken about the
identity of his neighbor. If we are to love our
enemies, then there will certainly be no mem-
ber of the human race, however different,
however distant, however vile, to which

we will not owe the best we can give E
him.

VOLUME 3, ISSUE 43

THE AUBURN BEACON PAGE 3

‘Whatever He Tells You”

By James Sanders

"Do whatever he tells you" are
the words of Mary to the ser-
vants of a marriage feast. (Jn
2:5 NEB). It was here in Cana
of Galilee that the Lord relieved
an embarrassing situation by
changing water into wine. (A
shortage of provisions is consid-
ered humiliating throughout the
world). This — the Lord's first
miracle — was brought about
by an appeal of His mother.
After Mary had spoken with
Christ, she urged the servants:
"Do whatever he tells you!" The command was for
unlimited obedience; obedience that was to be per-
formed at once. The servants thus quickly complied.
In the original language the idea of promptness is
very paramount. The Greek (by tense and mode of
the verb) indicates action which is both brisk and
decisive. Mary used language which left room for
neither slothfulness nor doubt. Her expression is
preemptory; it is positive almost to the point of being
dogmatic. Such was the obedience the mother of
Christ urged. R. C. H. Lenski captured the thought
exactly when he commented: "Do at once! do with-
out question! However strange the act may seem to
you, foolish even to your wise eyes, useless, trivial,
whatever it proves to be — do it!" (John, p. 192).
Because the servants did exactly as Christ com-
manded the water was turned into wine.

But what of obedience? Can obedience to Christ
really be any other way than exact and prompt?
Does a man truly obey from the heart when he is
slow in doing what is commanded? The words of
Mary indicate suddenness. Obedience must be alive
and quick. It must be performed straightway. The
Parable of the Talents plainly reveals that God will
not accept the slothful servant. (Cf. Mt. 25: 14-30).
The servants of Christ must be unresisting and
prompt. Their obedience must be quick and without
question.

The author of Hebrews expressed this same thought

Perhaps this is why the Lord
chose baptism as the act to
remit sins. From man's
viewpoint baptism should be
unnecessary. A non-essential.
"After all what does water have
to do with salvation? Is there

magic of some sort in water?"

of submission. In chapter 5 the
obedience of Christ and that of
man are contrasted: "Though
he were a Son, yet learned he
obedience by the things which
he suffered; and being made
perfect, he became the author
of eternal salvation unto all
them that obey him" (Heb 5:8,
9). As the Son obeyed the Fa-
ther in all things, we must obey
Christ. When we think of obedi-
ence, the complete submission
of Christ to the Father should
come to our minds. Having faith
or trusting in God is not enough. We must make
that faith come alive by strict obedience. God must
be obeyed even when (and especially so) we do
not understand the reason.

Perhaps this is why the Lord chose baptism as the
act to remit sins. From man's viewpoint baptism
should be unnecessary. A non-essential. "After all
what does water have to do with salvation? Is there
magic of some sort in water?" Man reasons, "It is
faith and faith alone that counts for | can well see
the need of faith." But Christ has said otherwise:
"He that believeth and is baptized shall be

saved" (Mk. 16:15). It thus behooves man to obey.
It is our role to "do whatever He tells" us regardless
if we do not completely understand the reason.
Suffice it to say that baptism is a like figure of the
death, burial, and resurrection of Christ, but exactly
why the Lord has chosen this act to remit sins, we
cannot know. We must but obey.

Ask yourself a good question: "Had | been a ser-
vant in Cana would a miracle have been per-
formed? Would | have quickly done what this
strange Man from Galilee commanded? Would the
waterpots have been filled to the brim without hesi-
tation?" The good words of Mary — "Do what-
ever he tells you" — would afford untold profit if
man would but hear them today. - Gospel
Guardian, July 15, 1971




