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Even angels who are higher than men (Heb.
2:7) are not worthy of worship. Twice John
fell down to worship the angel which spoke
to him. Both times the angel stopped him
and bluntly said, "Worship God" (Rev. 19:10;
22:9). Neither the human nor spiritual mes-
senger is worthy of worship -- only God.

The exclusivity of worshiping Jehovah as
God has prompted some to question whether
"Jesus of Nazareth, a man..." (Ac. 2:22) is
worthy of the kind of worship reserved for
God.

In answering this, keep in mind why Jehovah
is worthy of worship (Rev. 4:11) and then
read the introduction to John's account of
Jesus' life (Jn. 1:1-3). The Word was in the
beginning with God and was Himself God.
Every created thing was made by the Word.
The twenty-four elders cast their crowns be-
fore Him who sat on the throne because He
created all things; it is therefore reasonable
and right to worship the Word for the same
reason.

The fact that the Word became flesh (vs. 14)
in no way changes the fact that He created
all things. That the Word emptied Himself,
came in the likeness of men, and humbled
Himself to the point of dying on the cross
does not in any sense diminish His worthi-
ness to be worshiped then or now. Indeed,
"at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow" (Phil. 2:7-10).

Scripture testifies to the worthiness of Jesus
to receive the worship of men both while in
the flesh and after His exaltation. Consider
the response of Jesus' disciples after He
came to them walking on the water. He had
just saved Peter from the consequences of
his little faith. This all took place just after
they had witnessed the feeding of the five
thousand with five loaves and two fish. They

had previously heard demons that Jesus had
cast out declare Him to be the Son of God
(Matt. 8:29). Already the people had surmised
that Jesus was the Prophet and tried to anoint
Him king -- Messiah (Jn. 6:14, 15). "Then those
who were in the boat came and worshiped Him,
saying, 'Truly You are the Son of God!" (Matt.
14:33). They are not just bowing down to Him to
be nice or because they want something from
Him. They are not merely paying homage to His
power. They have connected the dots and have
come to the awesome conclusion that Jesus of
Nazareth is the Messiah, the Son of God. Itis
with this awe that they worship Him.

If Jesus was not worthy of the kind of worship
reserved for God, then why didn't He rebuke His
disciples as Peter did to Cornelius or the angel
did to John? If Jesus is inappropriately taking
glory that belongs only to God, why is He not
struck as Herod was? The only conclusion is
that Jesus is worthy of the kind of worship re-
served for God because He was (and is) deity.
He, too, wears the name of Jehovah. (Consider
comparisons of Heb. 1:10 with Psa. 102:1,25;
Joel 2:32 with Ac. 2:21,22 and Rom. 10:9-13;
and Isa. 40:3 with Jn. :22-36).

The worthiness of Jesus to receive our worship
is confirmed by returning to the throne scene in
Revelation 5 and observing that the four crea-
tures and twenty-four elders fell down before
the Lamb (vs. 8) just as they had before "Him
who sits on the throne" (4:9,10). If it was wor-
ship to Lord God Almighty, it was worship to the
Lamb. The Lamb was worthy to receive, among
other things, honor and glory (5:12). Indeed the
hosts of heaven and earth worshiped the Lamb
as they worshiped "Him who sits on the

throne" (vss. 13,14). Therefore, let us who hope
and wait for the "glorious appearing of our great
God and Savior Jesus Christ" (Tit. 2:13) give
glory and honor to Him who is worthy of

our worship. E
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Teach Your Children Well
By Forrest D. Moyer

A popular song a few years
ago had the line, "Teach
your children well." Of
course, this has always
been the demand of God
upon parents. Moses said to
Israel, "And these words
which | command you this
day shall be upon your
heart; and you shall teach
them diligently to your chil-
dren..." (Deut. 6:6-7b).
Among the many parental
proverbs of Solomon are words such as
"Discipline your son, for in that there is hope;
do not be a willing party to his death" (Prov.
19:18). Did you ever think about the solemn
fact that your failure to "teach your children
well" may be the cause of their death —
maybe physically, but most assuredly spiritu-
ally? That’s heavy stuff, isn’t it? Then we are
all familiar with "Train a child in the way he
should go, and when he is old he will not turn
from it" (22:6). This is re-echoed in Paul’s in-
structions to the Ephesians: "And, fathers, do
not provoke your children to anger; but bring
them up in the discipline and instruction of the
Lord" (6:4). All these are saying, "teach your
children well."

This cannot be accomplished in an hour or
two a week or even an hour or two a day. This
is an "all the time" assignment from God to
parents. In infancy, in the very formative tod-
dler stage, in childhood and throughout the
teen years, this commitment is upon us to
"teach our children well." It takes time — both
"quality time" and "quantity time." It takes
planning, patience, prayerfulness, and perse-
verance. It takes love, loyalty, labor, and lead-
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ing. It take devotion, dili-
gence, and discipline. Par-
ents must cooperate in this
great work.

It is not just telling a child all
that he is doing wrong.
That’s probably the most
destructive way to rear a
child. True, corrective disci-
pline must be given. But
along with that there must
be love and affection. Lu-
ther was raised by a father
who was over-strict to the point of cruelty
which led Luther to say, "Spare the rod and
spoil the child — that is true; but beside the
rod keep an apple to give him when he has
done well." Barclay gives us this account:
"Benjamin West tells how he became a
painter. One day his mother went out leaving
him in charge of his little sister Sally. In his
mother’s absence he discovered some bot-
tles of coloured ink and began to paint
Sally’s portrait. In the doing so he made a
very considerable mess of things with ink
blots all over. His mother came back. She
saw the mess, but said nothing. She picked
up the piece of paper and saw the drawing.
‘Why,” she said, ‘it's Sally!” and she stooped
and kissed him. Ever after Benjamin West
used to say: ‘My mother’s kiss made me a
painter.” Encouragement did more than re-
buke could ever do" (Ephesians, pp. 211-
212).

Parents, are you "teaching your children
well"? It’s time we really looked at our
lives to see if we are keeping God’s
charge to us.




