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she would not die. One can see the confu-
sion mounting. The arguments she had con-
sidered conclusive against eating were rap-
idly being matched by arguments for doing
so. Which arguments were valid? Both
seemed to be.

Had Adam been nearby, or had God spoken
again, she might have been reminded once
more of the strong reasons for rejecting the
fruit. But as it was, the voice of God grew
weaker in her memory as the desirability of
the fruit was magnified by Satan's glib lies.
All that was needed to tip the balance was
the final suggestion of an apparent virtue in
eating— the thought that she would become
like God. Never mind the legalistic prohibi-
tion; surely one could not be blamed for
wanting to be like God.

"She took of the fruit and ate" (Genesis
3:6). Tragic words! Tragic consequences!
Consequences reaching down through
countless generations even to us!

The great mistake of Eve was in allowing
herself even to begin thinking about disobe-
dience. This was the mistake of Aachan
when he first saw the Babylonian garment
(Judges 7:21), of David when he first saw
his beautiful neighbor bathing (2 Samuel
11:2) and of Judas when he first thought of
betraying Jesus. It is the same mistake each
of us makes—men and women alike—
whenever we sin.

The Bible says as much: "Each one is
tempted when he is drawn away by his own
desires and enticed. Then, when desire has
conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin,
when it is full-grown, brings forth

death" (James 1:14-15).

There is ample defense available. If we are

wise enough to meditate on God's laws in
such circumstances (Psalm 119:11), and to

ask Him for deliverance (Matthew 6:13), He
will, with the temptation, "also make the way of
escape" (1 Corinthians 10:13).

But all too often, in the name of open--
mindedness and objectivity, we feel we are
obligated to look at the other side, to consider
the "arguments in favor of" sin. We may even
be so foolish as to parrot the existential line: "I
must get away to myself and sort things out." If
this means getting away for Bible study, medi-
tation and prayer, fine! But this is seldom what
it means. As a rule, what it means is: "l want to
be left alone to rationalize my way through the
sin that entices me without having to reason
with those who would logically or scripturally
expose my folly.”

Such conflict between conscience and pas-
sion, between logic and emotion, between au-
thority and anarchy, between flesh and spirit
will indeed produce confusion—confusion bor-
dering on insanity. But it is a confusion for
which we are responsible. It is the peculiar
malady of "those who perish because they did
not receive the love of the truth, that they might
be saved" and who "did not believe the truth
but had pleasure in unrighteousness" (2 Thes-
salonians 2:10,12). It is never surprising when
such a person, "being deceived," falls into
transgression.

In Jesus' day, "there was a division among the
people because of Him" (John 7:43). They
were confused by the contradictions between
His claims and the accusations of their rulers.
Jesus stated clearly who would not be con-
fused: "If anyone wants to do His will, he shall
know concerning the doctrine, whether it is
from God or whether | speak of My own au-
thority" (John 7:17).

Wanting to do God's will will save us from the
confusion, deception and transgression
into which our mother fell.
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Build, Keeping Emotion in Balance

By Ferrell Jenkins

How large is your church?" "What is one of the more com-
mon questions that | am asked by outsiders who learn that
| am a preacher. We hear of phenomenal growth among
certain denominational churches, especially those which
put undue emphasis on emotionalism. Examples of un-
usual and rapid growth are also cited among churches of
Christ from time to time.

Don't misunderstand! This writer is opposed to neither
growth among the Lord's people nor the proper use of emo-
tions. Growth based on the truth of God is an ideal for
which we should long (Eph 4:14-16). We are concerned,
however, about growth which is accomplished by maintain-
ing a high peak of excitement or through techniques which
are more appropriate to sales promotions than to the gos-
pel of Christ.

Keeping churches small is certainly not our goal. Every
person in attendance represents a soul destined for eter-
nity. Churches need to grow, and they will as souls are
saved by the gospel of Christ (Rom 1:16-17). The method
by which the desired growth is achieved is extremely im-
portant. Simply preaching and teaching the word of God
often seems to yield slim results. In an effort to grow, we
are sometimes tempted to use methods which, if not un-
scriptural, are at best questionable. Here we wish to look at
a few of these. questionable methods which involve the
improper use of emotion.

1. Super Salesmanship Techniques. The church which
uses such methods must be highly organized into groups
with leaders who are responsible for keeping each group
motivated. The group must make so many "sales." Every-
one must remain excited about the work. Excitement, or
enthusiasm, becomes addictive... the group must con-
stantly be "high." The assembly can become a "pep rally"
with the elders, the preacher, the announcer, and perhaps
even the song leader taking part.

Brethren need to be active in the work of the Lord, but
these "super salesmanship techniques" keep one enthused
but do nothing to provide a foundation on which to build.

Without this foundation we are sure to fall (1 Cor 3:10-15).
Christians are to edify (build up) one another. Notice Paul's
instruction along this line even during the days of miracu-
lous gifts (I Cor 14:12,26). The religion of excitement won't
do this.

If we want to learn how to motivate Christians we should
spend our time studying the methods of Jesus and the
apostles rather than the line of books, tapes, videos, and
seminars used to motivate sales people. When our assem-

blies or group meetings sound more like a pep rally for a
ball game, or for a sales promotion, than an opportunity to
praise God and study His word, we need to become con-
cerned. The narcotic of activism may be lulling us to
sleep.

2. Humor. Humor is an interesting and worthwhile human
activity. It often occurs naturally or spontaneously when
we least expect it. it might be during the Lord's Supper,
like when the child standing in the pew beside his mother
exclaims aloud, "Wow, | could have had a V-8!" That's
one thing! But intentionally to try to make things funny in
order to keep a group excited is improper. A friend told
me of visiting a congregation where nearly everyone who
took part in the public service began with something
"cute" - This, | think, is inappropriate.

3. Physical Contact. Some churches fall into the habit of
stressing physical contact. Leaders sometime teach this
by their example. Saints greet one another with a hug
because we are the "family" of God and are supposed to
love one another.

In New Testament times, the kiss was a typical form of
greeting, even as it still is in the Middle East today. Chris-
tians were exhorted to salute one another with a "holy"
kiss (Rom 16:16). There is nothing wrong with a warm,
fervent greeting, per se. We must not make the mistake of
assuming that this proves that we "love" one another.
Love (Greek: agape) is best expressed by deeds of kind-
ness done for those in need. Christian men and women
need to be careful how they embrace one another. Emo-
tions are stirred easily, especially in young men. The atti-
tude can be developed which thinks that others who do
not show their love in the same way are not spiritually--
minded Christians.

Conclusion: When the seventy disciples returned from
their first mission, they rejoiced because of the miraculous
power they had seen demonstrated even at their own
hands. Jesus said, "Nevertheless do not rejoice in this,
that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your
names are recorded in heaven" (Luke 10:20). Their emo-
tions led them in the wrong direction. Our past criticism of
the denominational emphasis on emotion has been
proper. Now we should examine ourselves to see whether
our emotions are balanced with fact and reason. My ob-
servation has been that churches which go wild over ex-
citement are just waiting for the fall. Another writer ‘
has somewhere pointed out that mushrooms grow
overnight, but it takes longer to grow an oak. E




