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Toning It Down

A "country meeting" had gone exceed-
ingly well, and elders from another com-
munity asked the preacher to work with them the following
year. He came at the appointed time, and found his repu-
tation had spread, and the building was packed. The eld-
ers met him at the car, told him they had never had such
a gathering of Methodists, Baptists, and no-church folk, so
he must be very careful lest he offend someone with his
forthright teaching.

Being young and brash, and having no more tact than to
tell the truth, he reminded them of the undiluted lessons
that had been given at the neighboring church in the pre-
vious year. He said that since he had not been in that
section of the state before, the previous year's work must
have drawn this year's crowd; and certainly was the rea-
son he had been asked to come. He concluded, "If you
expect to hold and convert these people with something
other than the kind of preaching that brought them to-
gether, I'm afraid you have the wrong man. I'll get back
into my car and go home."

With much confusion — "Oh no, you must have misunder-

By Robert Turner

stood us" etc., the preacher was per-
suaded to stay, and the meeting began.
The preaching was strong, and seemed to get a little
stronger; but the people continued to come, and sev-
eral were converted.

| do not now believe, nor did | then, that "skinning the
sects" is good preaching. Some folk will turn away
from straight, plain truth, no matter how fairly we seek
to present it. But we are dead wrong in thinking we can
convert people to Christ with anything other than the
Bible message. It will convict the world respecting sin,
righteousness, and judgment; and many won't like that
But we are looking for the "few" who will like it, and will
genuinely turn to God.

"Toning it down" will produce only "toned down" mem-
bers of a "toned down" church. You may keep the
money, the politicians, and silk-stocking row; but you
will lose the backbone and fiber that is necessary for a
church to prevail and please the Lord. And if
"members" are not interested in pleasing the

Lord and saving souls, why bother with any

preaching at all?
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Thoughts to Ponder

Separate yourself
from fellowship with
the world, or the
world will separate
you from fellowship
with God.

Do You Have a Bible
Question?.

Calli(334) 734-2133 or
E-mail:
LarryRouse@aubeacon.com

SCHEDULE OF
SERVICES
Sunday
Bible Class ................ 9:30 AM

Worship ................. 10:20 AM
Evening Worship ........... 6:00 PM
Wednesday
Bible Classes...............7:00 PM

Ask about our home Bible
Study Groups!

Larry Rouse
Evangelist and Editor

When Jesus Does Nothing
By Larry Rouse

We would be wise to carefully listen to
our Saviour who came from heaven to
show us the way to God. Throughout
His ministry Jesus emphasized His rela-
tionship with the Father along with the
kind of heart required to know God.

It would take great humility for the Jews
that heard Jesus to understand that they
really did not know God and that they
needed to hear the One who actually
had come from God. Jesus stated the
obvious to the unbelieving Jews when
He said: “You have neither heard His
voice at any time, nor seen His

form.” (Jn 5:37) Why would they resist
listening to the One who came from
Heaven and accurately testified of things
that these men had never seen? They
were blinded by their own relationships
and religious pride so that they would
not hear. “But | know you, that you do
not have the love of God in you. | have
come in My Father's name, and you do
not receive Me; if another comes in his
own name, him you will receive. How
can you believe, who receive honor from
one another, and do not seek the honor
that comes from the only God?” (Jn
5:42-44)

Jesus Taught us how to Handle the
Revealed Will of God

Jesus often told others what His rela-
tionship with God was like so that men
could learn how to have that kind of
relationship for themselves. Over and
over Jesus described how He handled

€heck Us Out On the Internet:

Jesus demonstrated what it
means to be committed to
doing the will of God. If He

did not hear instruction from

the Father, Jesus did nothing.

"I can of Myself do nothing.

As | hear, | judge; and My
judgment is righteous, because
| do not seek My own will but
the will of the Father who sent

Me.” (Jn 5:30)

God'’s will. His underlying attitude towards
the will of God was exactly the attitude He
had towards God Himself, one of a deep
reverence for all that God spoke. “But He
answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man
shall not live by bread alone, but by every
word that proceeds from the mouth of
God.” (Mt 4:4)

Jesus knew that His Father was perfect,
therefore anything that God does or gives
would be complete for the purpose it was
given. This was especially true of the re-
vealed will of God. Being a perfect revela-
tion Jesus sought to only abide in what
was revealed. Jesus did only what He saw
or received from the Father. If He had no
instruction Jesus did nothing! Consider
some verses from the book of John.

(Continued on page 2)
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1. Jesus did only what He saw the Father do. If He did
not see the Father do something, Jesus did nothing.
“Then Jesus answered and said to them, “Most assur-
edly, | say to you, the Son can do nothing of Himself,
but what He sees the Father do; for whatever He
does, the Son also does in like manner.” (Jn 5:19)

2. Jesus demonstrated what it means to be committed
to doing the will of God. If He did not hear instruction
from the Father, Jesus did nothing. "l can of Myself do
nothing. As | hear, | judge; and My judgment is right-
eous, because | do not seek My own will but the will of
the Father who sent Me.” (Jn 5:30)

3. Jesus only taught and did the things that the Father
taught Him. His sacrifice on the cross was evidence of
the God-glorifying fruits of this attitude. If He had no
teaching from the Father, Jesus did nothing. When
Jesus was given instruction He yielded and obeyed.
“Then Jesus said to them, “When you lift up the Son of
Man, then you will know that | am He, and that | do
nothing of Myself; but as My Father taught Me, | speak
these things.” (Jn 8:28)

Jesus Expects His Followers to Have the Same
Attitude

When Jesus describes how you and | must receive
God’s will and not reject it, He points to the attitudes
that He had already shown in His relationship with
God. You and | must not speak or act without the au-
thority of God. If we want everlasting life we must
have the complete confidence in a perfect will of God
so that we only speak when we have positive authority
from the will of God. "He who rejects Me, and does not
receive My words, has that which judges him -- the
word that | have spoken will judge him in the last day.
"For | have not spoken on My own authority; but the
Father who sent Me gave Me a command, what |
should say and what | should speak. "And | know that
His command is everlasting life. Therefore, whatever |
speak, just as the Father has told Me, so | speak." (Jn
12:48-50)

This kind of humility and reverence towards God is
how you and | can give Him glory. When we only
speak as the oracles of God we glorify God in the
same way that Jesus glorified God! When hear of
teachings and practices that are not found in the ora-
cles of God, then you and | should be silent and do
nothing in these things. “If anyone speaks, let him
speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let
him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in
all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ,
to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever

and ever. Amen.” (1 Pt 4:11)
Men Today Still Reject Jesus’ Words

Religious practices will be dramatically impacted by how
we approach the revealed will of the Father given through
Jesus. One who makes Jesus their Lord will do nothing
when there is no authority given. They also will be filled
with good works as they abide in those things we are told
to do. Do you want a God-centered faith or one centered
in the theology of the great thinkers of today?

How many in their service to God really know Jesus as
the one Lord? (Eph 4:4-6) What would happen in the
religious word if men begin demanding authority for all
that we teach and practice? What would be the outcome if
modern practices were put to the test? | do know that
those committed to the Lordship of Christ will only have
the simple organization, worship and teachings that are
found in the New Testament. This will glorify God.

A Warning for Our “Non-traditional” Advocates

Today | am seeing a large movement within churches to
surrender fundamental attitudes because they are consid-
ered “traditional.” The question of instrumental music in
praises to God, the role of women, the work of the church
and like things are now being described as issues of
“freedom” where we can make choices with no conse-
quences. Brethren that insist on book, chapter and verse
(which is a simple way of expressing that we must have
authority from God) are being ridiculed as “legalists” and
are slowly being pushed out of local churches.

Ask Your Preacher

I am hearing from more and more sources that there is a
rising flood of men in pulpits that cannot oppose instru-
mental music in local churches because they have made
a fundamental shift in their view towards the authority of
scripture. Rather than do nothing when God is silent,
these men believe that they have freedom to act. How-
ever, a large number of brethren that support and hear
these men are not told of this change of beliefs.

Sadly, many of these men do not have the basic honesty
to tell brethren where they stand. Please ask your
preacher and the eldership where you attend to address
these basic fundamental truths. Sadly | am hearing of
preachers when asked to preach on instrumental music
and the silence of the scriptures, refuse.

Let each of us address the attitudes in our hearts and be
sure that our goal is simply to glorify God by following
Jesus as our Lord. Brethren, this is a truth worth fighting
for! “But why do you call Me 'Lord, Lord,' and do

not do the things which | say?” (Lk 6:46) E
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Its Not How You Feel
By Aubrey Belue

Does it "feel good?" Does it
feel "right?" If so, today's cul-
ture says, "go for it!" Thus, we
make "right" what our feelings
say it is, rather than what it
really is. Somehow, we have
reached the point in contem-
porary reasoning that most
say that one can pursue his
individual dream without hav-
ing to confront the conse-
quences of bad or wrong
choices. Believe in God, or
not; accept Christ, or not; live
morally, or not--to those people, it is all the same.
Do what you want to do, what you feel like doing,
what you think is right in doing, and God will just
set aside HIS rules to approve of you regardless.
We confuse civic freedom with divine approval,
and so long as it is "legal" (and some are not too
"picky" about that), it is seen as acceptable.

The question is, "Is our standing with God deter-
mined by our feelings, or by the rule of divine
law?" Is it a matter of God's will, or ours? Serious
consequences follow the reasoning described
above:

1) It nullifies the Bible as a defining book. In
fact, the Bible becomes largely useless, since it
can at any point be superseded by one's personal
feeling. No doubt we "feel" like it has some value,
but it can always be overridden by our feelings.
There is no sense of responsibility to conform to
its message.

2) It glorifies human wisdom and authority.
The highest court of appeal becomes the human
mind and thought, rather than the mind of God. If
what | feel is right, even if it contradicts what God
teaches in His word, then MY idea is seen as bet-
ter than His; my authority as greater than His. In

In addition to being ill-
equipped by nature and
inclination to determine

"right", we belong to Him,
and are obligated to be

obedient. Man's way never

"fixes" anything important,
nor moves us one step

toward fellowship with God

so doing we minimize the
greater wisdom and power of
an Almighty God.

3) It results in anarchy and
chaos. Rejecting a common
source of authority -- the writ-
ten word of God -- each be-
comes his own source. There
are as many "rights" as there
are people to think them up.
No wonder we live in troubled
times. No wonder our children
are so confused as to morals
and religion. Countless competing human ideas
bombard them (and us) with equally justifiable
claims to what is "right".

4) It ignores God's place in our universe. He
has defined right from wrong, sin from righteous-
ness, truth from error. Any course conflicting
with His "law" exacts terrible penalties.

The Truth? The solution to mankind's problems
lie not in human minds, but in the unsearchable
mind of an all-wise God. As we have observed
before in this column, it is His world, we eat His
bread, drink His water, and breathe His air. In
addition to being ill-equipped by nature and incli-
nation to determine "right", we belong to Him,
and are obligated to be obedient. Man's way
never "fixes" anything important, nor moves us
one step toward fellowship with God. This may
not be the popular line, but we are interested in
TRUTH, not compromise, and all human objec-
tions aside, God's word is still TRUE, and His
way is still the only way (John 14:6).




