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Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)

A Special Friendship

went to David in the woods and strength-
ened his hand in God.” (1 Sam 23:16)

What more can one Christian do for another?? Those
who are genuinely devoted to Christ and have nurtured g
love for spiritual things generally develop a strong spiri-
tual bond with someone of the same persuasion and
conviction. It is a natural sequence: “.. everyone who
loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of
Him.” (1 John 5:1 NKJV)

A struggling soldier of the cross can find no greater
friend than his beloved brother who will talk to him about
spiritual things, share with him inspired words of God,
and pay with him to a God at whose throne they both
bow.

(2 Tim 4:6-9 NKJV) “For | am already
being poured out as a drink offering, and
the time of my departure is at hand. .... Be diligent to come
to me quickly.”

By Steve Casebolt

Apart from our parents our friends probably influence us
more than anyone else. For that reason, Paul warns of the
danger of keeping the wrong kind of company. (1 Cor
15:33) We can also see the beauty of the proper kind of
association that is manifested m the relationship he sus-
tained with Timothy. When the crisis of life knocks at our
door from time to time, most of us want someone to stand
by us and share the burden. For Christians, this “someone”
is generally a comrade in the gospel who is a spiritual
strength ant influence in our lives.
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gl Learning to Trust God
ory By Larry Rouse

What is the purpose of the body of
Christ, the church of our Lord? Are we
building in a wise way or are we pursu-
ing things that are not in the Lord’s
will? It is important to know the foun-
dation that God gave His people so
that we can be sure to build upon it.
“According to the grace of God which
was given to me, as a wise master
builder | have laid the foundation, and
another builds on it. But let each one
take heed how he builds on it. For no
other foundation can anyone lay than

Please do not let the approval
and the praise of men
be the “joy” you
find among Christians
(Gal 1:10,2 Cor 10:12, 17).

The friendship of David and Jonathan aptly illustrates this
principle. As Saul was attempting to murder David because
of jealously, David had to flee to the wilderness to escape a
cruel death from his own king, whom he had loyally served.
David was hiding out in the woods. No doubt, Saul's envy
made this a very distressful time for David. The Scriptures
reveal that at this point, “Jonathan, Saul’s son, arose and

Another way to express the same thought: a Christian
can find no greater friend than the friend who will
strengthen his hand in God. David had such a friend in
Jonathan. Paul found such a friend in Timothy.

Thought to Ponder

| will not doubt, though all
my ships at sea come drifting
home with broken masts and
sails; | shall believe the hand
which never fails, from
seeming evil worketh good
to me. And, though | weep

Some become “issue-oriented’

Have you found a friend like that? Are you a friend

like that? out of a sense of party loyalty
or out of a desire to display

their personal knowledge and
thinking skills.
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read the book of Romans | came to see the power
and optimism of a genuine faith in Christ. When |
read the words of Paul concerning his life and suf-
ferings as viewed by the heart of faith, | was
amazed! “For | consider that the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy fo be compared with the
glory which shall be revealed in us” (Rom 8:18).
Later, in the same chapter, Paul expresses the con-
fidence that faith brings in our outlook on our day-
to-day events. “And we know that all things work
together for good to those who love God, to those
who are the called according to His pur-

pose” (Romans 8:28). After reading that chapter |
sincerely wanted to have that kind of faith in my life!

| came to find out that the process of building such
a faith takes time! In the year that followed | began
to seek the Lord in the best way that | knew (Jn
7:17). So many steps that | took were imperfect, but
| constantly sought to do what | believed the Lord
had spoken in His word. As | went through this
seeking process | tried to surround myself with peo-
ple who also placed a high value on walking by
faith. | found that both in the denominational world
and in the local churches that | would later attend,
that | was “out of step” with others that seemed to
have another reason for attending the assemblies of
the local church.

The stand that | take today is one of faith. When |
left the human movements that dominate the reli-
gious world, | simply wanted to follow the Lord apart
from the rule and the traditions of men. Paul left
Judaism with this simple goal in his heart: “But what
things were gain to me, these | have counted loss
for Christ. Yet indeed | also count all things loss for
the excellence of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my
Lord, for whom | have suffered the loss of all things,
and count them as rubbish, that | may gain Christ
and be found in Him” (Phil 3:7-9). When | was bap-
tized into Christ, | did so with “faith in the working of
God” (Col 2:11-13). As | came to face the unpre-
dictable difficulties of life, | came to know that |
serve a God that will never forsake me and thus
learned to live without fear (Heb 13:5-6). Over time
| have found a faith that allowed me to view my life
in light of the promises of God (Rom 8:18, 28)!

Have We Drifted?

Does the local church that we attend make the
building of faith a priority? Are our homes a place

where a daily trust in God is a priority? The reason why
| ask these questions is that | fear some Christians and
some churches have drifted from this great foundation.
“Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil
heart of unbelief in departing from the living God; but
exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest
any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of
sin” (Heb 3:12-13).

Some Personal Questions

1. Do | have a daily confidence in the promises of God
and of His care, or do | worry and have the scornful
attitude of the world?

2. In times of uncertainty and hurt do | read the prom-
ises of God and pour my heart out to Him in prayer, or
do | complain and seek out worldly companions to take
my burdens? (Mt 11:28-29).

3. When | attend the assemblies, am | able to place
myself before God and personally find application to
my life from His word regardless of how interesting the
speaker is or how friendly others are?

4. Do | often think about the Lord, His present approval,
His future return so that in everything | do | see Him as
my constant companion (Col 3:17, 22-23)?

Do Not Accept Substitutes

Please do not let the approval and the praise of men
be the “joy” you find among Christians (Gal 1:10, 2 Cor
10:12, 17). Some become “issue-oriented” out of a
sense of party loyalty or out of a desire to display their
personal knowledge and thinking skills. There is a big
difference between building up another’s faith in the
Lord and in preaching one’s personal glory (2 Cor 4:1-
2).

What will the Lord find when He returns? It is my prayer
that He will find in each of us a genuine, pure faith that
has been tested by fire! Does this describe you and
me?

“In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while,
if need be, you have been grieved by various trials,
"that the genuineness of your faith, being much more
precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by
fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the
revelation of Jesus Christ, whom having not seen you
love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing,
you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of

glory, receiving the end of your faith—the salva-

tion of your souls” (1 Peter 1:6-9).
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Pride

By Mike Pittman

The pride condemned in
the Bible is not to be con-
fused with self-respect and
dignity. The Bible clearly
shows that we must love
and respect ourselves
(Matt. 22:39; Eph. 5:28).

God's kingdom is made up of
people who have humble,
submissive, ruleable spirits.
Admit that "the way of man is
not in himself; it is not in man

who walks to direct his own

Arrogance and too high of
an opinion of oneself is a
sin (Rom. 12:3). Proverbs
21:4 says, "A haughty look,
a proud heart, and the
plowing of the wicked are
sin." When Solomon listed seven things
which the Lord abhors, he mentioned "a
proud look" first. Some suggest that it is put

first because it is at the bottom of all disobedi-

ence. Not only is pride sinful, it leads to other
sins.

PRIDE LEADS TO STUBBORNNESS AND
REBELLION. Nowhere is this more evident
than in the example of King Saul. Saul was
plainly commanded by God to go and to ut-
terly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites.
Saul, in his stubbornness and rebellion,
spared the Amalekite king and the best of the
animals for sacrifice. When Samuel rebuked
him for his error, he reminded King Saul of
what it was that qualified him for the crown to
begin with: "When you were little in your own
eyes, were you not head of the tribes of Is-
rael? And did not the Lord anoint you king
over Israel?" (1 Sam. 15:17). While Saul was
humble, things went well for him. Then, the
power which went along with being king went
to Saul's head. Samuel showed Saul that it
was pride which led him to "do evil in the
sight of the Lord" (1 Sam. 15:19). How much

steps” (Jer. 10:23). Willingly
place yourself under the rule
of Christ the King.

of our own disobedience is
traceable to the pride which
fills our hearts?

PRIDE LEADS TO A RE-
FUSAL TO CONFESS OUR
SINS. Itis not difficult to say
"we all sin", or "he sinned."
But we find it hard some-
times to say "l have sinned."
After David had committed
adultery with Bathsheba he
humbly confessed his sin by
saying, "l have sinned

against the Lord" (2 Sam. 12:13). Confes-
sion is good for the soul, but hard on pride.
Do you need to confess sin to God or to a
brother whom you have wronged? Empty
yourself of pride so that you may do the right

thing.

PRIDE PREVENTS CONVERSION. Jesus
taught, in Matthew 18:3-4, that in order to
be converted one must humble himself as a
little child. The problem with the Pharisee
who prayed, "God, | thank You that | am not
like other men - extortioners, unjust, adulter-
ers, or even as this tax collector...", was that
he exalted himself and trusted in himself that
he was righteous (Lk. 18:13). In order to be
converted a person must be humble enough
to admit that he is a poor, miserable, pa-

thetic sinner.

God's kingdom is made up of people who
have humble, submissive, ruleable spirits.
Admit that "the way of man is not in himself;
it is not in man who walks to direct his

own steps” (Jer. 10:23). Willingly place
yourself under the rule of Christ the King.




