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A Few Make History
Some brethren assume the continuity of By Robert Turner  business of maintaining a small (minority)
a faithful, visible, functioning church, scriptural church regardless of how this

from the first Pentecost after Christ's resurrection unti affected their secular business and social relations. Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good

now. It must be "assumed” — it can not be proven —nor  The key was, of course, independent Bible study, works and glorify your Father in heaven. (Matthew 5:16)

do | believe either is essential. But on that assumption, which directed dedication to Christ rather than to the Volume 1. Issue 16 February 14. 2010

there is a "necessary inference" that should shake us up  "party" or popular opinion. The faithful few knew both

a bit. . N who anq what they believed (2 Tim. 1:12-14), fsmd on The Foundatlon Of Splrltuallty —_— Honesty

If there has always been a "faithful few" it is because this basis they both spoke and acted (2 Cor. 4:13).

there has always been a few who acted independently of ~ They had convictions — vital, personal, motivating By Larry Rouse

the majority — who thought for themselves — who re- convictions. ) ‘

fused to go along with the elders or the preacher “for the  But the folk today who rest their hope upon party af- Why does the preaching of the gospel

sake of peace." History is filled with proof of continual filiation, and seem most anxious to assume the his- seem not to be effective in our society

change which constituted apostasy from the divinely toric continuity of such a party; are often the least today? We know that_God’s word has .

ordained standard. Such changes (we do not refer to informed, and less likely to have strong convictions not changed, nor has its power A c9mm'tment to honesty

changes of no scriptural consequences) had to be re- based upon independent Bible study. (Rom _1:16). We_: are assured by G(_)d will keep us from these

s.lslted ; by people WI?O kn?jw tI:‘e dl]]:feregce In essen- Had you lived in the "dark ages," would you have tha.'é HtI)S tV\_/tOI‘q”WI:| never return lt.Other “closed door decisions” that

tials and non-essentials, and who refused to acceptas a  peer among the "faithful few"? We all like to think that void, but it will always accomplish the ko

matter of faith or standard for fellowship anything for . purpose for which He sent it (Isa g

. - : we would have been; but the truth can be read ) : ; . .

which there was no divine authority. in our present day record. Do we stand with the 55:11). Today, with this present gen- running.” Instead we will

In every generation there had to be a few who endured  “faithful few" today, regardless of conse- eration, as it has in past generations, openly discuss and test those

the name "Anti" or its equivalent, and went about the quences? the word of God is able to expose bo k beliofs that th
. Thought to Ponder | o545 and allow men to choose light who have Deliefs that they

or darkness (Jn 3:19-21). This choice say are of God (Il In 4:1).
News and Notes A commentary of the | gepends upon the kind of heart a man 4 (J )

times is that the word | possesses.
honesty is now preceded

by old-fashioned.
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When Jesus described the kind of

ing at 5:15 heart in which the word of God would  ys: “He who works deceit shall not dwell
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good man who gave in to dishonesty to his own
destruction. Do you remember the various explana-
tions that he made to Samuel when he was con-
fronted about his direct disobedience to God’s com-
mand (1 Sam 15:3, 15, 20-21)? “l was going to sac-
rifice them! No, wait, it was the people that did it!”
Finally, after a spiritual wrestling match, Saul admits
his sin, but without true repentance! Saul thought
that his outward confession without a changed heart
would put him right with God. In this he had de-
ceived himself! This pattern would remain through-
out Saul’s life.

We must recognize dishonesty

God’s love will lead us to look to the good in others.
Indeed, we want to believe the best about others
and not be quick to judge another’s actions without
sufficient evidence. Nonetheless, the Bible is filled
with warnings concerning those who would deliber-
ately mislead us and the kind of tactics they will use
to accomplish this task. “That we should no longer
be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with
every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the
cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting” (Eph 4:14).
“These are grumblers, complainers, walking accord-
ing to their own lusts; and they mouth great swelling
words, flattering people to gain advantage” (Jude
16).

It is a difficult thing for good and honest Christians
to see the deceit and manipulation from those who
have a hidden agenda to pull others into their circle.
Flattery is first used to gain a closer association and
trust. Then lies are told in secret to inflame emo-
tions and close minds (Prov 18:19). Finally, these
men succeed in having their new disciples cut off
association with their former brethren without so
much as talking about these newly discovered
“differences” over an open Bible (Gal 4:16-17).

A commitment to honesty will keep us from these
“closed door decisions” that result in one “cutting
and running.” Instead we will openly discuss and
test those who have beliefs that they say are of God
(1Jn 4:1). Also, we will not accept testimony about
the personal actions of another without first giving
that person a chance to defend himself (Prov
18:17; Mt 18:15-17)!

Pride always leads to dishonesty

Those who do not know God cannot stand to look at
themselves honestly. The driving force behind pride is
the desire to be recognized and have praise because
we wish to appear to be something that we are not.
“For if anyone thinks himself to be something, when he
is nothing, he deceives himself’ (Gal 6:3). Those that
follow this path must wear a mask. They must fight to
“keep up appearances” and work to tear others down
so that they can receive this vain and temporary recog-
nition of men. There is a better way to live your life!

God'’s forgiveness allows us to be honest

God sees me as | am, and, in spite of that, He loves
me and seeks my best. “But God demonstrates His
own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us” (Rom 5:8). God sees the darkness
of my sin and has provided a sacrifice that will wash
away my sins and restore my relationship with Him
(Rom 3:23; 6:23). What do | need to do? | need to be
honest! | must see my own sin and make no excuses.
The love of God must move me to change my heart in
repentance that will result in a changed life. | then will
take the final step in water baptism, yielding my body to
a burial and resurrection like the Lord’s (Rom 6:3-5). |
now am the Lord’s, not because | am perfect, but be-
cause | am forgiven and have yielded my heart to Him
(Acts 2:38-39).

The Christian life is characterized by the forgiveness of
God. Rather than run from my shortcomings, | can now
run to God for a greater sight and to seek His help in
growing to be something more in His service. | come to
love the truth, to love bold and honest preaching be-
cause it allows me to see what God already sees and
what | need to know. Most of all, I am thankful that
God’s word is able to penetrate my heart when it drifts
into dishonesty and point me back to Him. “For the
word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of
soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a dis-
cerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. And
there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all things
are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we
must give account” (Heb 4:12-13).

Be honest. Are you genuinely serving the Lord with all
of your heart
(2 Cor 13:5)?

“He who covers his sins will not prosper, But
whoever confesses and forsakes them will have
mercy” (Prov 28:13).
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Sense of Shame
By L. A. Stauffer

In a recent interview an
actress who recently did
her first nude scene in a
movie explained her dis-
comfort the first time she
disrobed on the set before
the director, cameramen,
and other members of the
cast. She explained how
reluctant she was, how
awkward she felt — as
though she at first felt a
sense of shame. She then
noted how much more
comfortable she became and how much eas-
ier it was with each take and repeat of the
scene as the director worked to get it just
right.

This illustrates how in time, with continued
practice, any person can become shameless
and insensitive to shameful actions. It has
happened in this country with fornicators,
abortionists, homosexuals, lewd dancers,
divorces for frivolous reasons, and nudity and
filthy speech on TV and in the movies. Our
sense of shame as a nation is all but lost and
we, as Israel of old, no longer know how to
blush (Jeremiah 6:15; 8:12).

But let's get back to the subject of nudity.
Shame has been associated with nakedness
since the sin of Adam and Eve, who hid
themselves in embarrassment and tried to
cover their bodies with fig-leaf aprons. Jesus,
in the book of Revelation, joins shame to na-
kedness a couple of times (Revelation 3:18;
16:15). And in the case of Adam and Eve,
God replaced their inadequate aprons with

This illustrates how in time, with
continued practice, any person
can become shameless and
insensitive to shameful actions. It
has happened in this country with

fornicators, abortionists,
homosexuals, lewd dancers,
divorces for frivolous reasons,
and nudity and filthy speech on

TV and in the movies.

coats of skin which, ac-
cording to Wilson's Old
Testament Word Studies,
were garments that gener-
ally had sleeves and came
to the knees (p. 81). It is
also interesting that God
made undergarments for
the priests that covered the
thighs to hide the naked-
ness that could be seen
under their outer garments
when they climbed the
high steps up to the altar
(Exodus 28:40-42).

All of this should be put in the context of
marriage — the honorable and pure rela-
tionship in which men and women may view
one another's bodies and join themselves in
a one-flesh relationship (Hebrews 13:4).
Jesus made it clear that viewing the body of
one to whom you are not married and lust-
ing after it is impure and adulterous in heart
and thought (Matthew 5:27,28). Men and
women are, as a result, responsible to
clothe themselves in a way that such illicit
thinking is not provoked.

This begins with a sense of shame and sen-
sitivity about exposing breasts, private
parts, and thighs to someone other than
your mate. This, we believe, is the meaning
of nakedness in the Bible. Women need a
sense of shame about wearing low-cut and
short clothing which expose areas of their
bodies that only their spouse has a right

to look upon. And so it should be with the
men.




