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Elijah the Tishbite is one of the great-
est characters of Old Testament his-
tory. He had great courage, boldness and zeal for God.
He withstood Ahab, faced down false prophets, dealt with
discouragement, departed the world gloriously and reap-
peared on the mount of transfiguration.

Elijah withstood Ahab for his idolatry and compro-
mise with heathen nations: (1 Kgs 17-21) Elijah re-
spected God's commandments. Many preachers today
would rather "compromise with the heathens" and follow
their religion than to simply preach the powerful, life
changing word of God. Let us ring forth the truth today as
Eli-jah did in his day. There is one God, though our world
says there are many. (1 Cor 8:5) It is not narrow-minded
to take the Bible and show men that one true God. There
is one church, though the world says there are many right
ways. (Mt 16:18) Neither is it narrow-minded or mean-
spirited to take the Bible and show men that one true
church. Elijah stood for God and right. God give us some
modern day Elijahs that will stand today!

Elijah as a “man of God:” (1 Kgs 17:18, 1 Kgs 17:24)
There is a need for modern day Elijahs to let the world
know that the church of Christ is not a denomination. The
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church of Christ is not a division of any-
thing. (1 Cor 1:10-13) The church be-
longs to Christ and wears His hame. (Mt 16:18) It is pos-
sible to be a Christian and a member of the church of
our Lord without being in any denomination. May God
help preachers today to, like Elijah, have enough cour-
age to go up on the mountains of our land and stand
face to face against those that lead souls to worship and
serve contrary to God's teaching. Brethren, it is time to
STAND rather than compromise!

Elijah and modern day preachers: The moral and
spiritual lessons derived from Elijah are great. (Please
take time to study 1 Kgs 17-21, 2 Kings 1-3, Malachi 4:5-
6, Mt. 17, and Jas 5:17). Elijah was a man of prayer. He
was of like passion as we. He showed kindness to wid-
ows. He was uncom-promis-ing on God's truth. Elijah
stands in stark contrast to the compromising, grace-only,
faith-only, love-only preachers among us that want us to
con-demn nothing, accept everything and join hands
with everyone regardless of what God says. Life was not
easy for Elijah. But let us pray that God will raise

up some modern day Elijjahs that are not
ashamed of Christ or His church and that are
unyielding on matters where God has spoken.
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| have been asked to address this topic
and | am pleased to do so. It may be
that this will not answer some more spe-
cific questions that some would like to
have answered. Although | am aware
that questions exist in the minds of
some, | have not yet been made aware
of precisely what those questions are.
So | will begin with a "shotgun" ap-
proach to the broader question in the
hopes that more specific questions will
be answered in the process. If questions
remain | hope that they will be asked in
more specific terms. We will be pleased
to attempt an answer when such ques-
tions are received.

Women spoke with Divine approval on
several occasions during the life of
Christ. The woman of Canaan had a
verbal and public exchange with Christ
that demonstrated her faith and won the
approval of our Lord (Matthew 15:21-
28). Martha spoke to him in the context
of a "Bible study" and received instruc-
tion (Luke 10:38-42). Jesus had another
"Bible study" with the woman at the well
in which she was free to ask and answer
questions (John 4:7-29). Jesus had a
verbal exchange with Mary Magdalene
in which He instructed her to go and tell
the brethren of His ascension (John
20:11-18). Many others could be men-
tioned (Mark 5:25-34; 7:25-30).

Women spoke while Christians were
gathered* without being rebuked. Some-
times they were invited by inspired men,
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When May a Christian Woman Speak?

By Tim Nichols

Obviously, both teaching and
learning are activities in which all
Christians are commanded to
participate. Doing so is authorized.
Describe these activities in any
accurate way and the authority for
having them does not disappear.
Call them Bible studies, Bible
classes, Bible drills, recitations,
lesson presentations, teaching
opportunities, learning
opportunities, scripture training
sessions, or anything else that

accurately describes them.
e —

on such occasions, to speak. Rhoda
spoke to a gathering of Christians (Acts
12:13-19). Sapphira was questioned and
invited to speak in a gathering of the
apostles and other Christians (Acts 5:7-
10). Anna the prophetess "spoke of Him
[Christ] to all those who looked for re-
demption in Jerusalem" (Luke 2:38). The
widows who were present when Peter
came to raise Dorcas apparently spoke as
they showed the things that Dorcas had
made (Acts 9:39-41).

Women engaged in teaching in the early
days of the church. Aquila assisted her
husband in explaining to Apollos the way
of the Lord more accurately (Acts 18:26).
All Christian women, like all Christian
men, have a duty to "always be ready to
give a defense to everyone who asks... a

(Continued on page 2)
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reason for the hope that is in [them]" (1 Peter 3:15).
Older women have a duty to teach the younger
women their Christian duties and opportunities (Titus
2:3-5). Women were among the "saints who are at
Ephesus, and faithful in Christ Jesus" to whom Paul
was inspired to write (Ephesians 1:1) and they were
commanded to participate, jointly in "speaking to one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual

songs" (Ephesians 5:19; see also Colossians 1:2
and 3:16). Philip the evangelist had four virgin daugh-
ters who prophesied (Acts 21:9). They were miracu-
lously endowed with the ability to teach God's truth.

If we were left with only these instructions and exam-
ples, we would have to conclude that Christian women
are authorized to speak and to teach in all ways and in
all places just as men. But there are at least two addi-
tional passages of scripture that somewhat modify the
Christian woman's general duty and privilege to speak
and to teach. First, Paul was inspired to instruct Timo-
thy to "[L]et a woman learn in silence with all submis-
sion. And | do not permit a woman to teach or to have
authority over a man, but to be in silence" (1 Timothy
2:11, 12). The word that is twice translated "silence"
here is hesuchios and it means "quietness, causing no
disturbance to others..." (Vine). So women are to be
taught not to usurp authority over or to teach over a
Christian man, but to have a humble and meek dispo-
sition. Second, Paul was inspired to instruct the
church in Corinth concerning abuses in their assem-
blies in which miraculous gifts were being exercised (1
Corinthians 11:17-14:40). His use of the word
"church" here, obviously has reference to THE assem-
bly upon the first day of the week when all of the
members of the local church were assembled and
during which the Lord's Supper was eaten and, in their
day, miraculous gifts were exercised (1 Corinthians
11:17-34; 14:23). In this setting, several categories of
Christians were to remain silent (this word, sigao,
means silent). Those who could not speak so as to be
understood by the hearers were to remain silent
unless an inspired interpreter was present (14:13-28).
All those who were not among the two or three speak-
ers for the occasion were to be silent (14:29). Among
those two or three, those whose turn to speak had
ended were to be silent (14:30). Their wives (or their
"women" -- same word in Greek) were to remain silent
(14:34, 35). Obviously, the vast majority of those pre-
sent were commanded to remain silent during the
greater part of the assembly for worship. Otherwise
there would have been much confusion and "God is
not the author of confusion" (14:33).

Obviously, the wives of the prophets could ask their hus-
bands at home if they had questions remaining unan-
swered. But this reasonable alternative did not mean that
they were not permitted to ask someone else a question
at some place other than in their own homes. I, for one,
would love to have the opportunity given to the wives of
the prophets at Corinth (and to every other man and
woman there). If | could get into a time machine today
and take my sincere questions to an inspired prophetin
order to obtain an inspired answer | can assure you that |
would jump (maybe take a "quantum leap”) at such an
opportunity!

The fact that these women (and anyone else with ques-
tions left unanswered in the public prophesying) were to
ask the prophets for answers outside of the assembly
does not remove the general obligation on the part of all
Christians to teach others the truth of God's word outside
of the assembly in which the whole church is brought
together to, among other things, partake of the Lord's
Supper.

Arranging to get together at other times (other than the
assembly of the whole church together when the Lord's
Supper is eaten upon the first day of the week) to study
the Bible is essential and Bible class is an expedient and
a very helpful opportunity for all to learn and for some to
teach in ways that are completely according to God's
expressed will. Obviously, both teaching and learning are
activities in which all Christians are commanded to partici-
pate. Doing so is authorized. Describe these activities in
any accurate way and the authority for having them does
not disappear. Call them Bible studies, Bible classes,
Bible drills, recitations, lesson presentations, teaching
opportunities, learning opportunities, scripture training
sessions, or anything else that accurately describes them.
God is pleased when His children both learn and teach
His word in ways that are authorized. Those who teach,
both men and women, should have the honor and respect
of all.

YOU ought to be a teacher by now. If you need to spend
some more time as a student, that is understandable, but
aim to become a teacher. "For though by this time you
ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you
again the first principles of the oracles of

God..." (Hebrews 5:12).

* Editor's Note: The author used the word "assembled"
and "assembly" in these places. The scripture uses the
term "gathered" (Acts 12:12). | have substituted the
Biblical description to avoid confusion between the occa-
sions cited and the assembly of 1 Cor 14. E

VOLUME 4, ISSUE 7

THE CHARLOTTESVILLE BEACON PAGE 3

"Cockle-Pasted Patsy-Jabbers"

By Robert Turner

Sometimes our politicians and/or brethren
carry on great "battles" that remind me of my
childhood. Two boys, each in his own back-
yard, with a high board fence between, would
begin a "word" bombardment.

One would call, "You're nothin' but a cockle-
pasted patsy-jobber," or some other equally
appropriate name. The second boy would
respond, "Yeah--Well, you're anothern!!"

Whereupon, the first would shout, "You are
ten cockle-pasted patsy-jabbers!" And the
second would reply, "Ats nuthin! You're hun-
nert, so there!!" "You're a thousand!" "You're
a million!!" In just a little while a fellow could
be a jillion -- drillion cockle-pasted patsy-
jabbers, without even climbing off the fence.
All of which, of course, only proved "boys."

When we became men we should know that
name-calling -- and charges -- of themselves,
only prove we have never grown up. We
highly favor plain talk, which includes calling
a false teacher a false teacher. But an honor-
able critic is obligated to point out the error,
not simply call names. We only compound
the wrong by whispering.

The Power Behind Name-Calling

Childish shouts of "Patsy-Jabber" did little
damage, but adult name-calling can break
men and divide churches. The difference lies
in the power behind name-calling -- the sec-
tarian "party" spirit, branding, with "liberal" or
"anti" labels, would be insignificant were it not
for the party spirit that backs groundless
charges. But when brethren move blindly,
approving or rejecting as their sectarian

leader indicates, a name-calling sermon is
all it takes to separate life-long friends.

It is sobering to reflect that under such cir-
cumstances, the leader could bark at the
truth and the party would bite at it.

Battle Demands

To destroy this evil each person must do two
things: (1) accept individual responsibility to
know and to follow truth. We have no obliga-
tion to believe and act "like the church"; and
such sectarian allegiance binds us to human
fallacies. (2 Cor. 10:12) Our allegiance is to
Christ, and this demands that we study His
will, and answer religious questions for our-
selves. (Rom. 14:10-12 Jn. 14:23)

(2) We must not fear name-calling. The
faint-hearted are going to Hell. (Rev. 21:8)
On their way, they "join the party" and
"follow the majority." (Matt. 7:13-14) It takes
courage to have personal convictions and
stand firmly by them while the masses re-
vile; but this is the price of freedom, here
and hereafter; and this is necessary to break
the power of name-calling.

"Cockle-Pasted Patsy-Jabber"

What is that? Define your terms please!
What are its characteristics? Why do you
call me this? Will you help me improve, so |
will no longer be a "cockle-pasted patsy-
jabber"?

You see -- name-calling loses its punch un-
der Christian investigation. That is why =
name-callers refuse to have open study

of issues. And you???




