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I ntroduction:

1)

2)

3)

In looking for an appropriate passage to introduce and set the tone for my lesson, | came up with two

and am not certain which one best fits.

a) Consider Luke’s description of the Athenians. Acts17:18-21

b) Hear aso Paul’swarning to the Ephesian elders. Acts20:28-31

This morning | want to begin a series of |essons reviewing a movement largely inspired by F. LaGard

Smith’s Radical Restoration.

a) Asl consider the movement | sometimes see the Athenians and the desire for “something new,”
though in redlity it isnot really new.

b) But I aso believeit goes much deeper and isfar more serious.

What is Radical Restoration all about?

a) Though it takes different formsin different locales and no two groups are exactly the same, it isan
attempt to radically reshape the nature of local churches and their worship.

b) Itisradicd, but | believeit fails on the Restoration end.

¢) Inthislesson | am going to take afew minutesto try and help everyone understand what we are
talking about. | don’t want to bore you with lengthy quotations but | want to provide enough to
make it clear that | am not misrepresenting anyone.

d) Unlessnoted, al quotations are from Smith’s book, but | will aso reference a sermon preached in
Alabama by a preacher who helped form a “house church” that has since disbanded. (Because |
believe he has backed away from many of the things he once argued for, | will not identify him by
name, but will refer to him as “Bill,” which is not his real name. Y et, though he may have changed
some of hisviews | have retained the references to his sermon because they help illustrate the

thinking of many “reformers”).

|.  DIFFERENT FORMS, CERTAIN COMMON BELIEFS

1

F. LaGard Smith is a huge factor in the movement, but he is not a dictator whose every whimis

followed by those he influences.
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2. When | read Radical Restoration and then listened to the sermon preached in my county, there was no
doubt Bill had been influenced by the book (either directly or indirectly), but he did not simply mimic
Smith.
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3.

You will aso find a continual evolving of doctrine and practice going on in these nontraditional groups.
a. Tobefair, some of the evolving probably should be attributed to ongoing study.

b. But when you understand the next point you expect an evolving of doctrine and practice.

A HIGHLY SUBJECTIVE MOVEMENT.

1

On p. 22, “Not Rules, but righteousness” and “Not Ritual, but spiritual” are put in quotation marks as

the words of Jesus.

a. When you speak out against rules and ritua, it is hard to maintain continuity.

“Ironicaly, it is we who continue to worry more about whether we are doctrinally restored than about

whether we are spiritualy restored?’ p. 73

a  Whoishetalking about? | deny being guilty, but evenif | am, it isnot afair indictment of all.

b. Minimizing the need for doctrinal restoration will produce groups that never know just where they
are headed.

On pp. 121, 122 we read of “amost exact parallels between the miracul ous gifts and those which are

non-miraculous.” Joy, peace, hope, and singing are described as ecstasy, similar to that of miraculous

tongues.

a.  Thedictionary defines ecstasy as “a state of being beyond reason” or “a state of overwhelming
emotion.”

b. When you believe worship is Spirit-led and beyond reason or involves overwhel ming emotion, you
can be sure that things will change often.

c.  Wewill have moreto say about thislater.

One redizes that the movement will constantly bein a state of flux when he sees how Smith proposes

radical changes, but is unsure of so much.

a  Asoneexample, consider the number of speculative, uncertain expressions found on one page.

b. “Fromwhat we can tell....Apparently....apparent...presumably....I wonder....this might have
taken place....But itisaso possible....If that were the case....might have been...equally
possible....” P. 146

c. Such words constitute weak proof of the need for aradical remaking of the church.

There are more quotations we could cite, but | hope you get the picture.

a  Smith does not ignore Scripture, but his approach to the Bible is often quite subjective.

b. Without a concrete, fixed standard you can rest assured that changes will occur often.
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1. SOME KEY FEATURES OF THE RADICAL RESTORATION.
A. Emphasison Emotionsand Feelings of the Participants.
1. Asnoted earlier, singing is said to result from a non-miracul ous gift of the Holy Spirit that
generates a spirit of ecstasy in the worshiper.
2. When Smith urges churches to move from their buildings to small “house-churches,” he contrasts
the “warmth of hearth and home” with the “relative coldness of auditoriumsin church buildings.”
P. 151

B. Edification.
1. Closely related to thisis the emphasis placed upon our being built up.
Thelocal preacher stressed that edification is the primary purpose for our assembling.
No one can argue that our assemblies are intended to edify, but when I listen carefully | hear the
needs of the audience being given higher priority than the worship of God.

4. Bill spoke of coming together and being so engulfed in prayer that we never sing a song.

C. Names.
1. Asnoted, there are many differences among the new “restorationists,” but dislike for the name
Church of Christ seems to unite them.
2. Smith argues that it has become a denominational name; others say that it is prejudicial in nature
and prevents evangelism.
3. | found it interesting that near the end of the book Smith acknowledged that some kind of “name”
would be necessary and said...
a “My persona preference would be aimost any...other than ‘Church of Christ,” simply to move
us all beyond the current denominational usage of that term.”
b. Names he suggested include: “Christ’s church,” “The Lord’s church,” “The Church,” “The
church of God,” “The family of God,” “perhaps even ‘The Way.””
4. Bill in his sermon focused on the name Christian.
a.  After going through various individua and collective names he speaks of someone asking,
“What are you collectively? Christians.”
b. Thesign at their meeting place read “Christians Meet Here.”

D. Size
1. Smith presses hard for groups small enough to meet in a house (private dwelling).
2. He mentions the number 40-50 often, though he cites abook that advocates the Rule of 150.
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3. Different advocates will probably have a different number in mind, but al are promoting the small,

intimate “family-like” gatherings.

E. Thelord’sSupper.
1. Great emphasisisgiven to the Lord’s Supper.
2. LaGard advocates eating the Lord’s Supper (which isto him afull meal) in conjunction with a
fellowship meal.
a.  Uncertain if best to have the memorial portion before, during or after the fellowship meal.
3. Others have adopted the “full meal” concept without the accompanying fellowship meal.
a.  Bill spoke of the Lord’s Supper as a supper requiring sufficient quantities as would constitute
ameal.
b. Bill spoke with commendation of a gathering near Nashville, TN where about 40 people sat
around atable with baskets of bread and pitchers of grape juice and the Lord’s Supper lasted
about 45 minutes.

F. Spontaneity in Wor ship.

Lastly, there is an emphasis upon a more informal, spontaneous, unscripted worship.
Smith callsit the “truly, informal spontaneous worship of first-century Chrigtians.” P. 154
Bill talks about not knowing how they dressed or how reverent they were.

A W Dd P

One of the key conceptsis the creation of an atmosphere where anyone (at least the men) can jump

in and participate (they mean lead) at anytime.

G. Summary.
1. Thereismore we could say, but these are some of the most crucial ideas.

2. Thislesson will only examine a couple of the concepts, but we hope to look at the others later.

IV. THE STANDARD.

1. Please don’t misunderstand and think that LaGard Smith, Bill or anyone else involved in these kinds of
activities have cast the Bible aside.

2. But Smith has downplayed “rules,” “ritual”” and doctrinal restoration. Smith wants the worship to
involve a Spirit-guided ecstasy.
We must never forget that there is a concrete standard that makes men complete. 2 Tim. 3: 16f
Without God’s rules, how can | know what righteousnessis? Jer. 10:23; Rom. 10:1-4, Mt. 7:21-23
If “ritual” is unimportant to Jesus, why did He say, “Do this?” 1 Cor. 11: 24f

a.  Hecould have smply exhorted them to remember Him as they saw fit.



Radical Restoration

6.

7.

NT worship is not based on ecstasy (overwhelming emotion or a state of being beyond reason).

a. Takesinging asan example. Singing results from being filled with the Spirit, which is paralld to
having the word of Godinus. Eph. 5:18f; Col. 3:16

There is no defense for dead worship, but worship must also be guided by truth. Jn. 4:23f

V. EDIFICATION.

1.  Whilein full agreement that God wants our assembliesto be edifying, | do have some disagreements
with what | have heard.
2. 1Cor. 14 certainly teaches that our assemblies should be edifying. 14:12, 26
a.  Yetwhen | consider the entire context of 1 Cor. 12-14 | am not certain that Paul issaying it isthe
primary purpose.
b. Inch. 12 welearn that the Corinthians had a tendency to downplay the importance of some (gifts
and persons) and play up the importance of others. 12:12-26, 29—13:3
c. One of the main points of ch.14 is make certain you use your gift (if you had one) for the good of
others and not self-glorification.
d. | amnot saying edification is unimportant, but is it more important than worship of God? Can we
decide that our “needs” can replace God’s direction for worship?
1) If wedon’t need to sing today because we need to pray, can we decide the same thing next
week? The week following?
e. Consider the following.
3. How do we stir up and exhort one another? Heb. 10: 24f
a. It may involve some direct words of exhortation, but does it not include drawing near to God?
Heb. 10:19-25
b. InCaol. 3:16 worship of God is said to benefit others. Cf. Eph. 5:19.
4. We need to edify and be edified, and the best way to do that isto offer God the worship He desires.
Psa. 95:1-7a; 100:1-5
Conclusion:
1) While we have only begun to scratch the surface today, we have looked at two foundational points.
2) God hasrevealed Himself by means of a concrete standard.
3) That which wefed to be our need for edification can never replace the worship God has commanded.
That worship will edify us.
4) Asweclose, let’sturn to God’s word regarding our salvation.
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“Radical Restoration”

Part Two

Introduction:

1) 1John 4:1 In keeping with those instructions we want to continue our ook at a movement affecting
churchesin various areas.

2) While the movement takes different formsin different locales and no two groups are exactly the same,
LaGard Smith’s Radical Restoration is akey influence.
a) Inour lessons we are focusing on the materias found in his book.
b) We are aso incorporating some statements made here in Alabama by a preacher who, with afew

other families, has formed a new church.

3) Asl noted there are differences among the groups and they all are evolving, but there are some common
characteristics and | want to quickly review these.
a) Thereisagreat emphasison emotions and the feelings of the participants.
b) Edification, not worship, is stressed as the primary reason for our being together.

1. Actsof worship may be cut if the people’s needs are better met by doing something else.
¢) Thename or term church of Christ is usually disdained.
d) Most want tolimit the size of local churchesto a group small enough to meet in ahome (even if
that is not where they meet).
€) Thelord’s Qupper isafocus of the edification gathering and is usually meal-sized.
f) Worshipisrelatively informal, spontaneous, and participatory (many taking leading or speaking
roles).

4) Last week we sought to emphasize two points.
a) God has an absolute standard by which al must be measured. 2 Tim. 3:16f; Jn. 4:23f
b) Edification isimportant, but not to the neglect of worship, which isitself edifying. Col. 3:16

5) Inthislesson | want usto look at some fundamental weaknessesin Smith’s approach and offer some

warnings.

. RESTORATIONISTS.
A. The“Restorationist” Charge.
1.  Smith writes of “the historical priority we have given to doing doctrinal battle, as compared with
the lesser attention typically given to personal spiritual discipline and development.” P. 35
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2.

He says older members of the Lord’s church “have viewed ourselves as Restorationists almost as

much as Christians.” P. 35

a. Having made that assertion, Smith characterizes Restorationists as reformers, crusaders, and warriors,

3.

while Christians seek sanctification, purity, and spiritual growth.

Bill said, “lI no more want to be affiliated with the Restoration Movement than | want to be

affiliated with denominationalism.”

B. My Response.

1

It can’t be denied that some brethren, especially preachers, have been guilty of an unbalanced

approach and emphasis, but isthat true of al or even most?

a

b.

Looking back at lessons preached here | see doctrinal lessons, family lessons, devotional
material, sermons on putting away evil and putting on righteousness, sermons on Jesus, €etc.
Though imperfect in our points of emphasis, most preachers seek to promote both doctrinal

purity and spiritual growth.

What wad/is the Restoration Movement?

a

C.

Historically speaking it was a 19™ century movement that sought to call men back to the Bible
and end denominational distinctions.

| am grateful for the work of those associated with the Restoration Movement, but do not, and
don’t know anyone who does, view that movement or its leaders as my standard.

When have you heard me quote Campbell, Stone, Lipscomb, etc. as my authority?

Consider the contrast Smith made between Christians and Restorationists.

a

How would you characterize Paul? In Acts 15:1f heisawarrior, but in Gal. 5:14f, 19-26 we
see him concerned about spiritual growth.

The fact isthat while we may not like it (and shouldn’t), there is a battle that must be fought
by Christians. 1 Tim. 6:11f; 2 Tim. 4:7; Jude 3f; Eph. 6

Thetrue follower of Jesusis concerned both with cleansing the temple (restoration if you will)

and developing poverty of spirit, meekness, etc.

C. Ad Hominen Arguments.
Smith criticizes Martin Luther and Alexander Campbell for breeding an atmosphere where

1

preachers resort to “ad hominem arguments...employ deceptive sophistry...misquote and

misconstrue the words of his opponents....” Pp. 56, 57
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While there isinconsistency in condemning ad hominen arguments and then accusing your
opponents of “slander, innuendo, and dishonest debate (p. 58),” | am not as concerned about
Smith’sinconsistency as | am in warning about being deceived by his kind of reasoning and
labeling.

Oppose Smith and other “nontraditionalists” and you may be labeled as being among the “most
strident defenders of our denominational status quo” (p. 58) or perhaps more concerned about
being affiliated with the Restoration Movement than being a Christian.

Don’t allow thistype of prejudicial statement to put you on the defensive. If you are not a defender
of denominationalism or a Restoration advocate, but ssimply a disciple of Jesus seeking to know the
truth (In. 8:32), don’t be intimidated.

a. One might do things the “traditional way,” not because he is defending a “denominational

status quo,” but because the traditional way is the right way.

And let me add that Smith isright in criticizing the tactics some (and he himself at times) employ.
2Tim. 2:23-26
| am concerned that error is being taught, but it isimperative that we not lose our souls by resorting

to evil tactics.

1. A FOCUS ON EXTERNALS.

1

Smith writes that we must not be “quick-fix artists who dea only with the symptoms of our malaise, not

theroot causes.” P. 39

a

Truly it isthe heart that must be reformed. Mt. 15:18f

On pp. 106-108 we are reminded of the place the Second Coming had in the minds of 1% century

Christians and challenged to “plunge ourselves with abandon into truly being his people!”

a

2 Pet. 3:10-12 is one Scripture featured prominently.

Thesetwo ideas reflect alot of what iswrong with Radical Restoration.

a

Many of hisaims are noble and | amin full agreement with these two points, but Smith turns
around and provides alot of externals for problemsthat are internal (if and when they do exist).

If we follow his suggestions we will remember the Lord with bigger portions of bread and juice; sit
inacircle (or around the living room); won’t put a song leader up in front; not bore everyone with
alecture, but have everyone participate; et al.

Arethoseredly the answers? Can we not sing with grace in our hearts to the Lord with or without
aleader? Does remembering the Lord’s death require a circle, square, rectangle, etc. Isour

remembrance of Him dependent upon the size of the piece of bread?
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d. On Pentecost 3,000 were baptized, not because of a “homey” atmosphere or everyone sharing his
or her ideas, but because the man with the knowledge preached the gospel. Rom. 1:16

On pp. 160, 161 Smith writes asif “house churches” would solve gender issues regarding women

wanting to “wait on the Lord’stable” and/or lead singing.

a.  Weareliving inthe midst of acultural war over gender roles and we think setting the bread on the
table for all to grab will end the disputes?

b. Thosewho think the “warmth of hearth and home” for worship will solve our questions about
women’sroles should look at the homes from which the worshipers come. Would we not admit
that biblical gender roles are often confused or ignored in the homes?

| would suggest that even when Smith has correctly identified a problem (and who among us has not

found ourselvesin a spiritual rut sometime?), his solutions do not really provide any answers.

a.  Wedo not need more external manipulation; instead, we need more internal reflection.

b. Consider what God has done for us and then obey from the heart. 1 Th. 5:16-18

c.  When | with my rational mind appreciate what it meansto bein the Lord | will regjoice regardless of
how the seats are arranged or the songs started, etc. Phil. 3:1; 4:4-7

Conclusion:

1)

2)

Don’t alow talk about Restorationists and defenders of the status quo to put you on the defensive. Just
keep taking the Scriptures as your guide and follow them to the best of your ability.

Remember that when our lives (including worship) are not what they ought to be, the answer does not
liein some artificial manipulation of the externals around us, but in a transforming of the mind.

Rom. 12:1f

10
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“Radical Restoration”
Part Three

I ntroduction:
1) For the past couple of weeks we have been looking at some of the ideas promoted by F. LaGard Smith
in Radical Restoration.
2) Previoudy, | have focused more on underlying principles, but want to talk today about some of the more
obvious, noticeable changes Smith proposes. (Some of which have been adopted in various places).
3) Thismorning we are going to talk about worship and the radical remake and redirection some would

giveit, including alook at the Lord’s Supper.

l. THE NEW WORSHIP.
A. A Shiftin Focus.
1. Asdiscussed previoudy, church assemblies have been shifted from God-centered to man-centered.
2. ltisrepeatedly said that edification isto be our primary purpose for assembling.
3.  Wewon’t say much about thistoday, but | would encourage you to review the first sermon in this

series and/or talk with me afterwards.

B. Informal, Spontaneous, and Participatory.
1. Onp. 154 weread about the “truly, informal spontaneous worship of first-century Christians.” (On
pp. 151-154 forms of informal and spontaneous are used 12 times).
2. P. 152 describes assemblies today as “spectator-oriented” and describes the “gathered assemblies
of the primitive church” as “far more participatory.”
a.  Smith emphasizes the word everyonein 1 Cor. 14:26. (He usesthe NIV; the NKJV has each
of you).
b. Bill described the assembly at Corinth as “a multitude of people engaged in delivering God’s
word.”
1) Multitudeisabigword for amovement that stresses the need to keep your assemblies
small and intimate.
3. Aswenoted in our first lesson, Smith calls singing aresult of a non-miraculous gift of the Holy
Spirit and also the result of ecstasy.
a.  Since ecstasy is defined as “a state of being beyond reason” or “a state of overwhelming

emotion,” you can be assured that worship would be spontaneous.

11
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C. Biblical Worship.

A.

1

In previous lessons we have talked about the stress on edification. Remember this—edification and
worship are actualy inseparable. Heb. 10:19-25
Was NT worship informal and spontaneous?
a  May be an accurate assessment of what went on at Corinth, but Paul intended to change that.
b. Spontaneity suggests acting on impulse and without external constraint, but Paul commanded
that all be done “decently and in order.” 1 Cor. 14:33, 40
1) Decently denotes “gracefully, becomingly, in a seemly manner.” Vine
2) Order is“an arranging, arrangement, order.” Vine
3) Do we not seethe danger in acting on impulse? So much of Scripture condemns the actions
of impulsive, without external constraint worship. E.g. Nadab and Abihu. Lev. 9:22—10:3
4) Worship isnot the result of overwhelming emotion, for though it should be an emotional
time, it isto be directed by God’sword. Col. 3:16
Does 1 Cor. 14 teach that everyone was a “participant?’
a.  Not if one defines participant as, “speak to the entire assembly.” 1 Cor. 14: 34f
b. Thepoint of 1 Cor. 14:26 isthat their practice was not edifying and the number of speakers
needed to be limited. 14:27-29
c. Smith has created his own definition of participant, spectator, etc., but nowhere in Scripture do
we find a hint that singing with others (even if someone else started the song); quietly
reflecting on the Lord’s death; studying God’s word by listening to ateacher; listening so asto
be able to say amen to a prayer; et a is being a passive spectator.
d. Onemay choose to be a spectator in our assemblies, but that is not because of the nature or

structure of them. That would be a choice the person has made.

THE LORD’S SUPPER.

I deas Being Promoted.

1
2.

Two ideas must be considered.
LaGard Smith argues the Lord’s Supper was instituted in the context of a shared meal (p. 129) and

should be eaten in conjunction with afellowship meal (pp. 129ff).
a  Contendsthat 1 Cor. 11 only condemns the abuse of the fellowship meal and the onestold to

“eat at home” were the ones making pigs of themselves.
b. Wantsthe Lord’s Supper to be the centerpiece of the restored |ove feasts of Jude 12.

12
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Others have not adopted (at |east not yet) the fellowship meal concept, but have bought into the

ideathat the Lord’s Supper must be “an actual food-and-drink meal” and not a “token ritual” with

our “typical 21%-century crackers and grape juice.” P. 132

a.  Bill said it should be a supper with sufficient quantity and praised a gathering in TN where
baskets of bread and pitchers of juice were on the tables in front of everyone and the Lord’s
Supper lasted 45 minutes.

B. TheFelowship Meal.

1

Look carefully at 1 Cor. 11. Inthis chapter Paul doesthree things.

a.  Hecondemnsthe divisive spirit found there. 11:17-22

b. Heremindsthem of the proper way to remember Christ. 11:23-31

c. Hetdlsthem to eat their hunger-satisfying meals at home. 11:33f

Though Smith insists that the Lord’s Supper is to be eaten in conjunction with another full-fledged
meal we only read of the bread and the cup. 1 Cor. 10:16; 11:23-26

a.  Where are the instructions regarding the meat, nuts, fish, eggs, cheeses, etc.?

What were the love feasts of Jude 12?
a  Smith interprets themin light of later extra-biblical readings and believes them to have been

common meals eaten in connection with the Lord’s Supper.

1) A.T.Robertson’s Word Pictures of the New Testament is cited, but Robertson, while a
great linguist, was not an inspired historian.

2) ldsofounditinteresting that Smith cites Robertson, a Baptist, as a definitive authority on
love feasts, but when arguing that the Lord’s Supper was not instituted at the actual
Passover supper never mentions Robertson’s excellent refutation of that idea.

b. If that were the case Paul’srebukein 1 Cor. 11 seemsto have gone in the wrong direction.
Instead of merely correcting the “abuses,” Paul exhorted them to eat at home. 1 Cor. 11:22, 34

c. Thelovefeastsof Jude 12 (the Greek is simply the plural of agape) may have been the kind of
mealswe find in Acts 2:46 and 1 Cor. 5:11 (eaten from house to house) or possibly even the
Lord’s Supper itself. A third scriptural possibility isit that it referred to the spiritual feast of
the worship assemblies. Cf. Jn. 6.

C. TheMemorial asaMeal.

1

2.

To stress the word supper as requiring a meal misses the point of what the Lord’s Supper is all
about.
Physical hunger was to be satisfied at home. 1 Cor. 11:22, 34

13
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The Lord’s Supper was about the remembrance of Christ. 1 Cor. 11:24-29

How much bread and juice does it take to remember the Lord? How big was the loaf from which

Jesus had to break off eleven pieces? (If in fact He used just one | oaf).

a. | have no objection to larger pieces of bread and larger cups, but those are external incidentals.

b. Don’t divide brethren over something that should be a non-issue.

c. Instead of fighting over the size of the loaf (when God has not spoken on the subject), give
yourself to aself-examination. 1 Cor. 11:28

Conclusion:

1)
2)

3)

Whether consciously or unconscioudy, worship has shifted from God-centered to man-centered.
Aswe close | want to remind of us three basic principles.

a) God seeks those who will worship in spirit and truth. John 4: 23f

b) Our worship must be orderly. 1 Cor. 14:33, 40

¢) TheLord must be approached with the utmost reverence. Heb. 12:28f

May these principles always guide us and keep us from centering things on ourselves.

14
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“Radical Restoration”

Part Four

I ntroduction:
1) Thislesson will conclude our look at the concepts promoted by F. LaGard Smith in Radical Restoration
and adopted and adapted by different groupsin different places.
2) Inthislesson we will focus on his concept of “house churches” and also have alittle to say about elders

and the name by which agroup is called.

. HOUSE CHURCHES.
A. TheRadical Restoration Concept.

1.  Smith sees NT Christians meeting in small groups he frequently calls “house churches.” Pp. 145-
151

2. Oneof the proofs he citesis Rom. 16:3-5 and says, “It is worth noting from this special greeting
that not all the Christiansin Rome worshiped together.” P. 147
a. Inacity with a population estimated to have exceeded 1,000,000 people, we would expect

them to have to meet in various places around the metro area.

3. Though he cites various references to Christiansin houses, he admitsthat it is not “whether we
meet in an actual house as opposed to a church building. Rather, it’s the contrast between small
versus large; participant versus spectator; active versus passive; personal versusimpersonal. It’s
simply axiomatic: The larger the gathering, the less personal, interactive, and truly participatory
it’slikely tobe.” P. 153

4. Though he does not come right out and give it his fullest endorsement, on pp. 171-173 Smith
suggests that the elders of acity would share the oversight of all the house churchesin that area.

a.  Thehouse churches are thus a subset of the metro church.
b. Thisisaconcept that has been utilized by various denominational groups and is akey feature
of the International Church of Christ (Boston/Discipling Movement).

B. WhereDid NT ChurchesMeet and How Large Were They?
1. Someevidently met in private homes. Rom. 16:3-5

15
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2.

3.

6.

But the temple was also used in the earliest days of the church. Acts 2:46; 5:12
a.  Thiswasagroup that started out with 3,000 and grew rapidly. Acts2:41; 4:4

b.

1) Smith finds “newly-established house churches” (p. 148) in Acts 12:5, 12, but thisis 10 to
15 years after the establishment of the church and long after the numbers given preceding
the scattering of Acts 8.
2) We should also note that the group meeting for prayer at Mary’s house is never described
as a house church—it was ssimply “many” from the church.
We don’t know how long they met in the temple, but in Acts 15 the whole church is described
by the term multitude and was able to meet in one place for thisdiscussion. 15:4, 12, 22

Paul made use of the school of Tyrannus. Acts 19:8-10

a

Later, Paul urges the elders from Ephesus to care for the flock and church and continually uses
the singular. Acts20:17, 28f

In acity the size of Ephesus there may have been some other small groups, but the bulk of the
disciples constituted one flock that the el ders were among.

And remember that Paul’swork at Ephesus had been successful enough to make the
silversmith’sfeel threatened. Acts 19

Thethird story at Troas may have been in a private dwelling, but was large enough to hold a

crowd.

a.  Therewere at least 8 otherstraveling with Paul. Acts 20:4-6

b. Theroom needed many lampsto light it. Acts20:8

Consider the church at Corinth.
a.  Whilel don’t know where they met, it was a place large enough to hold a group that wasin

danger of dividing into four factions. 1 Cor. 1:11-13

In ch. 12 and 14 we read that several were able to prophesy, speak in tongues, interpret, etc.
The assemblies described in 1 Corinthians seem to be fairly large groups.

In ch. 11 Paul condemned their corruption of the Lord’s Supper and reminded them that they
had houses to eat and drink in and contrasted that with coming together as a church. “Eat at

home” in 11:34 is contrasted with the place of assembly.

Summary: NT churches weren’t always small, intimate groups and didn’t always meet in private

homes.
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ELDERS.
A. Concepts Promoted.
1. Smith criticizes churches for choosing men more for their worldly success than their spiritua
maturity. He characterizes most elders as a “corporate board of directors” and not shepherds. Pp.
181, 182
2. Theninwhat | consider an odd twist for one who promotes smallness, on pp. 171-173, Smith

suggests that the elders of a city would share the oversight of all the house churchesin that area.

A Practical Observation.

1

When we limit groups to no more than 40-50 people, how often are we going to have elders that
meet the qualificationsof 1 Tim. 3and Titus1?

That is probably one reason Smith suggests that citywide are scriptural, but not everyone is going
to go along with that notion.

If most Christians adopt the small, “house church” model few churches will be overseen by elders.

Scriptural Observations.

1

If brethren select elders because of worldly success they are wrong and | don’t doubt that it is done

sometimes, but isit the rule or the exception?

a  Wemust take the Scriptures as our guide. Titus 1:5-7

Elders are indeed to function as shepherds and not as a corporate board of directors (Acts 20:28),

but...

a.  Shepherd isjust one of the pictures given us of these men.

b. They aredso overseers. Their ruleislimited, but they do oversee. 1 Pet. 5:1-4; Heb. 13:17

The notion of citywide elders overseeing various house-churches is both a contradiction of what

Smith has previoudy said and without Scriptural basis.

a.  Herightfully stresses elders being shepherds and then one wants to have them oversee and be
an example to people they do not worship with.

b. Scriptural elders oversee the flock among them. Acts 20:28; 1 Pet. 5:2f

c. NoNT churchisever said to be made up of several smaller churches or one flock composed of

several smaller flocks.
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[1l. THE NAME.
A. Not a“Church of Christ.”

1

4.

There are many differences among the new “restorationists,” but didlike for the name Church of

Christ seems to unite them.

Smith argues that it has become a denominational name; others say that it is prejudicial in nature and

prevents evangelism.

| found it interesting that near the end of the book Smith acknowledged that some kind of “name”

would be necessary and said. ..

a “My personal preference would be aimost any...other than ‘Church of Christ,” simply to move
us all beyond the current denominational usage of that term.”

b. Names he suggested include: “Christ’s church,” “The Lord’s church,” “The Church,” “The
church of God,” “The family of God,” “perhaps even ‘The Way.””

Bill in his sermon focused on the name Christian.

a. After going through various individua and collective names he speaks of someone asking,
“What are you collectively? Christians.”

b. Thesign at their meeting place reads “Christians Meet Here.”

B. What Shall WeBe?

1

When Smith protests making Church of Christ the exclusive name, he does no more than many
have been doing for years.
a. A fewweeksl ago | spoke of church of God as aterm we should be comfortable with. 1 Cor.
1:2
b. Before coming here, when | was doing the Beulah Bulletin | used the following descriptionsin
the heading with verses following. ..
1) Beulah church of Chrigt.
2) Beulah: achurch of Christ
3) Beulah: achurch of God
4)  Published by the Christians meeting at...
Church of Christ is not an exclusive NT title, but it is scriptural. Rom. 16:16
It certainly does not convey more of a denominational usage than Church of God or The Way.
To simply say that Christians meet here would not eliminate confusion; to many that would suggest

an interdenominational group.
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5.  laminfull agreement with those who say that we should not make church of Christ the one
exclusive name by which we are known, but | know no other scriptural designation that isless

confusing to both Christians and nonchristians alike.

Conclusion:

1)

2)

3)

4)
5)

We have looked at three things this evening and | am convinced that Smith is absolutely wrong on point
#1. NT churches, in atime of persecution, were often small, but not aways. They were sometimes
quite large and met in a variety of places.

When hetalks of citywide elders over amultiplicity of house-churches heisin contradiction to the
biblical pattern.

When it comes to the name by which a group of God’s peopleisto be called, | must say that | would not
fall out with someone who chooses to be known as a church of God or simply a group of Christians
(though | see many practical problems with those as a public label). However, | do have objections
when people condemn as denominationa those of us who use abiblical namein abiblical way.

How can | wrap usthis series of lessons? Acts 20:28-32

God and the word of His grace have the answers.
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